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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: | | |

Be it known that I, Witziax E. Houstox, of Birmingham, in the county of New INaven, and State of
Connecticut, have invented a new Improvement in Hoop-Skirts; and I do hereby declare the following, when
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings, and the letters of reference marked thereon, to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, and which said drawings constitute part of tliis specification, and
represent, in— B - | '

Figure 1, a front view of a portion of the skirt.

Figures 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, and 7, detached views. S |

This invention relates to an improvement in hoop-skirts; and consists, first, in the manner of securing the
hoops to the tape; sccond, in the manner of forming the tab and uniting the hoops thereto.

In order to the better understanding of my invention, as well as to enable others to construct the same, 1

will proceed to a deseription thereof, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. | o
The hoops are formed from the ordinary covered steel wire cut to the proper length, their two ¢nds united

by a clasp, seen enlarged in fig..7, and when so clasped, the clasp is placed between dics or other device which
- . T _ . - » * : : o _ L .
corrugate the two sides of the clasp upon the wire, the corrugations being diagonal and at reverse angles upon

the two sides, as denoted by red and blue lines, fig. 7.  These corrugations impress into the covering of the wire
and securely hold the two ends fogether.

. This invention is fally set forth in an application for patent ‘therefor whicli T bavefiled in cven date

herewith. . N -
The ta,pé B, seen in fiz. 2, is formed with pockets C upon cach side, and through the centre, between the
two pockets a space, D, is left in which one set of the filling thieads passes without interveaving in the warps,
but the tape is solid- back of said spaces. Thisis also fully set forth in an application for patent therefor
which T have filed in even date herewith. The hoop is passed through the pockets in the usual manner, passing -
between the filling threads and the tape, that is, leaving the filling threads in front of the hoop. Then over these T
filling threads and the hoop a clasp is placed, securing the tape by the filling thread to the hoop. This is seen
in fig. 8, where the hoop is denoted In heavy black, the tape itself in red warp and blue filling, the filling
threads D in black, and the clasp & as sur'rnun.giing.tﬁe hoop. By this security the hoop cannot be moved through
‘the pockets, and the labor of spangling as now practised for securing the hoop to the tape.is entirely avoided,
‘and these clasps are easily attached while the skirt is on the form. | | | |
To form the tab-I weave the tape, as scen in fig. 9, with a longitudinal pocket upon one edge, combined
with transverse pockets into which the hoops are inserted, as fully set forth in an application for patent which
I have filed in even date herewith.  Into the pocket I insert a cord, braid, or similar material, (or-attach a cord
to the ends of the tape, as seen in fig. 6, preferring always the pocket, as it affords the best security and finish,)
then pass the hoops through the transverse pocket, as seen in fig. 1, and clasp or otherwise securc the end of
the hoop in the cord. The best plan of securing the hoop to the cord is by a clasp, seen in perspective, fig. 4,
one end being formed so as to be closed upon the hoop, the other so as.fo be closed upon the cord. A very good
security, however, is produced by attaching to the end of the hoop a elasp with an eye by which it may be

stitched to the cord, o | . |
By thus forming the. tab the expense of the kid now used, and the consequent expensive attachment are

dispensed with, and the whole skirt is finished complete by a single hand before it is removed from the form,

the tapes being attached to the band F in any convenient or known manner.. |
Having thus fully dedcribed my invention, what I claim as new and useful, and desire to secure by Letters

1. Securing the hoops to the tape by a clasp or other device, enclosing the tape upon the hoop without
extending through the tape, substantially as herein set forth. o . | N
9 The combination of the cord, band, or other material, inserted in or attached to th’.:e tape with the hoops:

when the hoops are attached thereto, substantially as specified. | o
| * ~ - WM.:E, HOUSTON.
Witnesses |

Joux H. SHUMWAY,

A. J. TipBITs.
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