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GOURNEY C. PATTISON, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, ASSIGNOR TO HIM-
'SELF AND BENJAMIN G. HARRIS, OF SAME PLACE.

Leftg?s Pa.ten—t No. 68,5554 dated April 2 1867.

IMPROVED GAFF FOR SHIPS' SPARS.

-

@he Schednle refervey to in fhese Letters Batent and naking pavt of fhe sume.

e

TO ALL WHO\‘T IT MAY CONODRN

Be it known that I, GOURNEY C. PATTISOK, of Baltimor e, in the county of Baltimore, and State of Maryland,
have invented certain new and- useful Impxovementa in Gaffs; and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mast and gaff with my improved hooks attached.

Figure 2, a plan or top view of a portion of a gafl illustrating the manner of attaching thc halyard hooks
thereto, showing said hooks provided with knobs or balls on their ends ; and

Figures 3 d.l’id 4, plan views, illustrating other modifications of my improved. suard hooks and plates

E}lmllar letters of reference indicate ]_1Le parts in all of the figures.

The nature of my invention consists in providing a gaff with guard hooks or halyard plates so sccured on
cither side theveof at its inner end as to receive and retain the gaff halyards, and thus prevent them from being
eaught and ‘held fast between the gaff and mast. It is often the case, when hoisting or lowering sail, a sudden
'ﬂhmnn'e of wind or a change in the course of the vessel causes the gaff to swing round, 'calw'nrr with it the hal-

mla used for raising and lowering it, which in passing round beoome caught and bound fast betueen the mast
aud the inner face of the end of the gmﬁ thus preventing the sails being moved ecither up or down. To obviate
this difficulty I provide the inner end of the gaff A with two guard homha extending from either side thereof, and
so curved or bent towards the outer end of the gafl as to receive and retain the halyavds e e, which, although
they swing round with the gail, arc prevented from being caught by it and car cied round between it and
‘the mast B as scen in fig. 1 of the accompanying drawings. My invention is applicable to all forms of gaffs
now in use, and way consist of two plates f f, with cur ved or hooked ends, as shown in fig. 2, or a semicircular
plate, ¢, having its outer ends curved, as shown in fig. 8, or plates similar in form to those shown In fig. 4 may
be used. Tither of the above-described form of phtes may be bolted or otherwise secured to the inner end of
the gaff; and thus give additional strength thereto, and at the sanic time serve, by reason of the hooked ends
thercof, to receive and prevent the halyards slipping round the but of the gaff and becoming held fast thereby.
1 contemplate using hooks provided with knobs or balls  z on their ends, (ﬂ-S shown in fig. 2 of the drawings,) to
assist in keeping the halyards in place, and for brlnglnrr them the more readily mthm the eye of said guard
hooks.- I also contémplate using a plate or plates, 7, provided with a small aperture, ¢, for the halyalds to pass
through, similar to that shown in fig. 4 of the drawings.

I-Iavmg thus fully described- my invention, what I claim therem as new, and desire to secure by Lettera
Patent, is—

~ Guard hooks or plates comblned with the inner end .of gaffs or other swinging spars, substantially in the
manner and for the purpose herein set forth.

~ The foreﬂ'mng specification of my 1mnrovements in gaffs fm the masts of shlps, &e., signed by me thls 21st
day of September, A. D. 1866.

G. C. PATTISON.

Witnesses:
Davip A. BURR,
H. E. Youne.
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