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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 62,810, dated March 12, 1867. -

To all whom it may concern : |
Be1t known that I, A1oNzo T. BOON, of the
- city of Galesburg, Knox county, State of Ilh-
nois, have mvented a Composmon for Roof-

~ ing; and I do hereby declare the following

description is sufficient to enable any person
skilled in the art or science to which it most
nearly appertains to make and use my said
111V611131011 without further inven tlon or expem-

~ ment.

My mventlon has reference to the use of
molasses or sorghum, or other saccharine mat-
~ ter, in combination with coal-tar and the sili-

_cete of alumina. 1 do not propose to limit
myself to the silicate of alumina in the com- |

position thus formed for roofing,as I find from
~experiment that ashes, or ashes and lime, or
pulverized clay, or even dry dirt of any kmd
will answer as well; therefore, my mventmn
has further reference to the use of the molas-
ses 1n combination with the tar and either of
the articles above last mentioned.

- It will be found that in many instances most
of the composition in use, efter being awhile
on the roof, becomes brittle from its getting
too hard, a;ad hence eracks on the least sag-
ging down of the roof, or from the alternate
shrinking and Swellmg of the sheathing from
the effect of sun-heat and wet,wea,ther It of

course follows, when this is the case, that the
ram very soon penetrates the craeks, and con-
sequently leakage of the roof is the result.
Now, to remedy this, I find that molasses pos-
sesses a virtue of Softness and elestlclty that |

will counteract the tendency of the material to
an undue hardness, and thus enable the com-
position to adapt 1tse1f to any irregularities of
the roof, caused by the elements or other

causes, without being liable to the defects i in

the manner herein indicated. .

It 1s believed, 1n the selection of molassee o
or sorghum, thet 1t 1s the only substance that

will absorb the moisture from the atmosphere,
and hence prevent the eomposmon from dry-
ing up, and thus getting hard and brittle, .

which cause, from the trouble and annoyance . - '

it eventually oceasions in constant repairing,
&e., has prejudiced the minds of a great many
egemst the use of this kind of roofing at all.

1 think it will therefore be found that the use .

of molasses will correct this.,

In the mixture, I use from two to six gellons
of molasses to one barrel of coal-tar, and add
the silicate of alumina, or either of the articles
hereinbefore mentwned until the conmstenw.

of plastering or molter is reached, when it 1e -

prepared and applied as erdmarﬂy |
Having thus fully described my mventlon, |
what I claim therein as new, and desn:-e to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— |
'The -composition for roofing eompounded -
from the ingredients Speelﬁed substentlelly |
as herem set forth. | |

ALONZO T. BOON. .

Wltnesses |
0. F. PRIGE

JNo. C. STEWART
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