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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

‘Be it known that I, JosePE ZaHM, of the village of Fredonia, Chautaugua county, State of New York, have
invented a new and improved mode of fastening a,nd securing a Portable or Shifting Top for Ca,rrmges, and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full and exact description thereﬁf reference being had to the aceom-;
panying dr&wmgs, and to the letters of reference marked thereon, such drawmg being made a part of this
specification. | | *

The nature of my invention consists-in a JOlnt in the rail or seat-bar, by means of which the rail or bar is
lengthened and shortened, and in the working of said joint by a lever, and in the f&stemng of said lever; thereby
the top of a éarriage is easily shifted, and is securely and firmly fastened, without the use of nuts, 8Crews, or keys.

To enable others to use my invention, I will proceed to describe its construction and operation,

Flgures 1 and 2 represent section end -of Eeat rails B B, working in-the joint, and which are kept in p{}SI-
tion by.-lever A and a similar strap on the outer side of .the seat-rail B B, but not extending beyond the width
of the rail, and which are securely riveted to the seat-rail or bar at the section ends of the sest-rail, and thus
made to form the joints spoken of and named. A represents the lever, by means of which the joint is worked,
and the seat-rail or bar B Bis lengthened and shortened, which moves and operates the hooks C C, fastemng
and securlng thém firmly in mortises E E. Tiever A is also 2 spring, and when brought down springs over and
on pins 3 on bar B B, and thls prevents the workmg of the joint.

In putting on a top first insert the front hooks or ends of rods D D in mortises F F'; then insert hooks
C C in mortises B E; then bring down the lever A beside the bar B B, which lengthens the same and places
the hooks in proper place in and under mortises E E, and prevents the same from hftmg out of position, mak-
ing the top strongly and ﬁrmly fastened. To remove a top from over and off the seat, place a- finger on the
thumb-piece on lever A springing it forward and unfastening it from pin '8, and then turnmn- the leuer upwards
and backwards, which works the joint and shortens the seat-rail B B, and draws hooks C 0 fully into the mor-
tises B E, so that they can be lifted out from the mortises and the top removed.

- 'What I'claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, ig——

- The joint and lever above described, and the use and application of the same for the uses and purposes

' above descrlbed Dated June 11, 1866.

JOSEPH ZAHM.
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