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. HENRY ROPES, OF BB@OLLYN NEW YORK.
Let;ﬁe?*s. -P.:ztmt No. 62,689, datﬁd Bareh 5, 1867.

"POCKET-BOOK CLASPS.
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TO ALL, WHOM IT MAY CONCERN :

- Be it known that I, HExrY RoPES, of- Bmoklyn in the county of Kings, and. State of 1‘IH}W York, have
invented a new and useful lmpmmment in Clasps for Pocket-Books, Purses, &ec.; and I do hex eby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact description thercof, and of its mode or manner of operation, reference
bemn- had to the accompanyine drawings, and to the letters of reference. marked thereon, and - maklng 3 pmt
of Lhu: specification. i
- The nature of my invention or improvewment consists in so constructing- the clasp used for. f@btemng and
holding together the pocket-book, purse, &e., that such clasp will of itself adinit of free expansion or contrac-
tion, so as to permit the purse, &e., to aceommudate itself automatically, or without manipulation, to a less or
greater quantity of matter in it, and without the use of any spring or clastic material to secure such expansion.

Figure 1 shows the clasp in the position when the purse is not filled. |

I‘lgulu 2 is an enlarged view of the clasp.

Figure 3 shows the position of the clasp-when the purse is full. |

In clasps, as heretofore generally constructed, the connection between the two parts of the clasp, that is,
between the body of the clasp, which is permanently fixed to the side of the purse, pocket~b00k &e., and that
part of the clasp whicl: is fixed to the flap, has been rigid, and not capable of -variation or lateral movement or

expansion, and, when provided for at all, has been secured by the intr oduction, i connection with the movable
part of the clasp, of an elastic spring, or some elastic material, as rubber, or by some mechanical al*xangement
which allowed the movable part of the clasp to connect with the other part at different points, such change,
howewver, requiring to be made with the hand, aud the clasp, when changed in posmon being fixed until again
moved by the Jm,nd Ela,btlc springs, howevery when made use of, ave Iia,ble sooh to get out of order and become
worthless, and elastic or rubber material very soon loses its elasticity, and beecomes wholly insufficient for the
purposes and uses desired and necessary; and the other method or form -of construction permitted expan-
sion and contraction only by fixed distances, and which also could ouly be effected by manipulation.

- My inveuilon secures the beuelits ot the clasp ; that'is, a firm and -certain connection; and also, by the
pmulml construction of the elasp, the benefits and advantages of the clastic spring or m‘i,telm,l for the pur-
poses of *{pa,umou, without the nccessity forany such le:btl@ springs or material.

Instead of having the cateh A pass into and connect with the body B of the clasp, Ly means of an oriﬁce
or opening just large enough to receive such catch, as is-usually -the case, I make | in the body B of the clasp a
stot, €, of any I-Iarrth desired, to receive the eateh Aj and in which such catch can move freely forw ards and
backwards, or up and down, accovding as the pock cct-book or purse to which the “clasp is fixed: is more or
less fiilled. - Within the body of the clasp, and aomawhat longer than the slot-C made thelun, 1s 2 bar, U,
behind or underneath which the hook of the cateh A passes, to hold the two parts of the clasp ton*etheq The
cdge d 6f such bar is chamfered or bevelled oify so that the catch A, when pressed down with the hand, will
msﬂv pass by and under the bar for the purposes mentios ed.  Sich bar D is also rigidly fixed to or made a
part of the Py pjecting piece B, so that, as the latter is moved by the thumb or finger in the direction indicated
by the arvow, such bar will be carried from off the hook of the catch, and allow the purse or book to be e:xsﬂy'
opencd.  The bar D, when in its natural position, partially or 11&1113 fills the slot G, and is Lept in positlon so
as to pass over the lhook of the cateh as the latter 1s fume*} down, by meang of a spring, ¢, which may be
arranced as shown in the drawings, or in any {}thmi convenient manner to cffect the same purpose, It will be
at once apparent that the catch A can freely move forwards and Imnrzlﬂ"r.rmds1 or up and dowu, in the slot C, and
thereby, and to the extent of the length of the slot, the capacity of the book or purse can be varied, while at
the same, time the connection can be ag firm and sccure as if the catch had no lateral movement. ]]*{pm]sion 1S
also wholly sceured by the preuliar congtritetion of the clasp, and without the application or. use ‘either of
clastic springs or clastic mutevial.  The lenrrth oﬁ the body of the clasp and of the slot made in it may be

varied as desired or found most convenient,  The bar D is not pivoted at -cither end, but moves loosely in

“l{_, thlu
Clwsps have heretofore been made having in one part a long slot, in which the other part was fisted to

move D but s uh miovement could be made owlv by 1ILL1111)11LIE1011, and only to and from particular points or
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 places in such slot; and the parts, wnnected together in any position; could afterwards have no motion om each: .+ |
other until discgnnected and actuallv changed: or moved in positidbn. buch construction, -however; of clasp, -+ =
- while 1t provlded for movement, or e xpmnsmn and contraction of one part of the clasp upon the other, does not - -
. permit or.In any manuer provlde fm' free motion of the parts upon cach, or automatie e*ipmnsm*l or-contraction. -
 But in a clasp constructed with a slot and method of fastening, as in my inveition,: free motion of one part of
- the clasp ;u]ﬁo'nzth_e;ﬁthel;,; or motion without the IIE‘CBBSit}F of 5mi1,nipuh1$i-'0n ‘and lmited .in extent only by the |
- length of theslot, is pro¥ided: for 'and: permitted, thus allowing automatic expansion: and' eontraction, as the - = =

. book is swelled or-reduced in size; and such expansion or: contraction is also secured:without: the use of any::::: 1

- elastie: ma,telm,}s Such-motion or movement of one part of the clasp upon or within the other:is not, however, : =
- wholly free and unrestricted, or the cateh A permitted. to slip ‘back and forth in. the slog. C at randem or: .o
- ancontrolled, but the. movement of such cateh is somewhat regtmmed or: influenced by the:pressure and friction - .-
 of ‘the bar D, which. is held: against such catch by means of  the: spl*mrr a. - It is such automatic expansion and
- contraction, sccured or 1‘611{161 ed pmmble from the construction of: the: clasp: itgelf, and not-the result of a,nyf N

. ;eh,stlc nfaterials, that T-seek to obtain, and which is the object and purpose of my invention: . .o

-‘Vh@tlcimm abmy invention, .;md desire to secure byLettewPateqt IS*—-—3:!31222ifiifjffi;;ii;ji;;:ji;jf:;;j;;h;j;;;;
oo Ina daqp for purses, poeket-books, &c.; the construction: and arrangement of the slot €, which takesthe:
. =catch? and Ga,tch A, substantially as descnbcd to allow:of automatic, expansmn and contraction of the purse,:. . : ¢
. .in combination with the bar D and. spring @, or their equivalent, for locking or-fastening the cateh, and holding ¢ 1
- the'two parts of the elasp togethor, the several parts upemtmg-subs.ta,.nt.mll.y as and for the purposes set forth.. .. . 0

H. ROPES.

Witnesses.

S. D. Liaw,
W. R. RoxALDS.
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