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CHARLES F. MARTINE, OF BOSTON MASSAGHUSET’IS AQSIGN OR TO SOLETTA
O1L COMPANY

Letters Patent No. 62,867, dated Marcla 5, 1867,

- IMPROVEMENT IN LAMP-WIOKS.
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TO ALI. WHOM It MAY OONCERL‘T

Be it.- known that 1, CuarLes T. MARTINE, of Baaton, in the. cuunty of Suﬁ'olk and State nf Massachusetts, |
have mvented a new and useful: Improvement’ in L’me-chks, and { do hereby. declare that the following is a

full, elear, and exact description of the construetion and operationof the same, reference bemg had to the 2.Com-
panying drawing, formmg a part of this specification, in which—
| Figure 1 is an elevation.

“Figure 2 is a plan or cross-section. .
Ll‘{e letters indicate like parts in both ﬁgures

In using the ordinary wicking for lamps hfwmg (as is common in all the best lamps of the day) a ratchet
to raise and lower the wick, a dIficulty is at once encotntered which has heretofore been the cause of -~much

complaint. The wicking must be loosely braided, to allow of capillary attraction among its fibres, and it must
also possess a certain derrtee of solidity to transmit the motion from the ratchet throughﬁut the part whichi is
above that attachment. W:thﬁut the first, the substance of the wick would be destroyed too soon, gnd the light
would be'insufficient; without the last, the wick would be wedged in the tube, and the ratchet.bave but slight
" effect in modulating the blaze.. To combine solldlty with looseness of fibre is therafore a desideratum, but in
“doing this great care must be exercised that no conductor of heat-to the reservoir of fluid be used. The nature
of my invention econsists in placing a hard, non- cmuluctmg core or thread in the substance of the wick, against
whieh the ratehet may press the loosely-woven wicking, and which by its friction may carry torward the wick
in the tube of the lamp. This core should also be cambustlble, so that it may not require other attention than
"thu,t necessary to 1egulate the flame of the lamp.

To enable othetsskllled in the art to maLe and ube my said mventmn, I will now describe its f"OIlStl‘llCthl’l-
und operation.

A is anordinary piece of raund w;ckm , loosely woven, as usual, and bis a small core of some noa-condmtmg
substance, evrtend:ng through the’ whole axis of the same. - This may be made of a sliver of wood or cane, or,
batter still, of a bunch of ¢otton or linen thread stiffened with glue, gum, or starch. It may be thrust throun-h
the wick wfter the latter i is made, but it is preferable to weave or braid the wicking round it.

It is obvious that this invention can-also be applied to flut or tubular wicks by having one or more such

| stmlght stiff pieces of wood, cane, or stiffened thread woven in with or thrust through the subqtance of the wmk
at the places where the ratchets press.

~ What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of a straight, stiffish, hard, non—conductmg ﬂore or thread with the Ioosely -woven wicking
* used for lnmps, substa.ntmlly as and for the purpose described

CHAS. F. MARTINE.

Wltlneeses* . |
‘Tros. WM. CLARKE,
H me FAULRNER.
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