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JOHN J. CLY_)E OF WIL LIAMSBURG NEW YORK
 Letters Patent No. 62 609 dﬂzwd March 5 5, 1867.
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TO AI.L WHOM IT MﬁY CONCERN':

- Beit known that I, Jorx J. CLYDE, of Wﬂlmmsburg, Kmtrs c&unty, New York, have invented a2 new and
improved Life Pmserver B.e*novablc Berth for Vesscls; and I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
ciear, and exact descrlptmn thercof, which will enable others skilled in the art £o make and use the same, refel-
~ence being had to the accompanying dmwmga, forming part of this spocification, in which—

. . Figure 1 is a vertical Immtndmal section of a portion of a eabin or state-room of & vessel tMen through
'the line y 3, fig. 2. ) |

~Figure 2 is'a vertieal erogs-seetion of the: sn.me, taken through the line z z, ﬁg 1.

My invention consists in so constructing the berths of steamboats and other vessels that they may Do
removable, and may. be mauer-tlght, so that they may be ‘used as hfe—prcservera, to float their oceupants ; and
80. that by attaching several of said berths together a strong, servicoable, and buoyant raft will be formed.
A reprcsdnts the lower deck and B the upper deck of the.cabin or smte—room in which the berths are
'nrmnn'cd C represents the partition or side walls of the state-room, or &f)the’ section of berths in a cabin.
D are thc berths, the sides @' and ends d*-of which are ﬂecurely dove-tailed to cach other. The lower edges of
the sides and ends are rabbeted for the reception of the bettom &7, whieh is secared in place by the strips &,
38 shown in:tho drawings. -The bottom d® is set with white lead, s0 as to make tho joint entirely water-tight.

. The corners of the herths 1) are strengthoned with corner-pieces d° as shown in figs. 1.and 2. The bottom d*

of -the berth is also's ...engthﬂned with a lomgitudinal strip, d% which alse acts a8 o keel to-the berth when float-

- ing in the water. By raising one “ond of the berth D it can be readily removed frow its place, and it is so light

that its gccupant can easﬂy carry it and launch it upon the water. The hat shelf E is also removable, its
-inner ends being phced in a groove formed in tho.rear wall or partition C for its 1ecept1m and its front end
resting in a noteh formed i in the casing F, as shown in fig. 2. When the state- -room is occupied by a single
‘passengor, by.removing the lawer hat shelf E; he can lower the upper berth so that it may rest upon the upper
cdge of the lower onge, 8o as to leave a clear space between the berth and the upper deck B, allowing him morc
. room, and : spa.ce to sit up in his barth, if desired. The berths D may, if desired, b Furms:.ed with various
" -articles to bo used whea the berths sre-used as life-proservers ; as, for instance, G. are ting-bolis, which may be

“attached to the bottom & near its onds, through—vahwh a lipe, H;'may be rove for securing the berths to each
other in forming a raft. I is a board, swhich may bz laid in the bottom of the berth, and secured in place by a
rope attached to it and passmg thy ough a staple or ring attached to the bottom of the berth. By turning-the
bosrd I into the position showmin fig. 2, so that its eads may rest. upon the cdges of the berth, it becomes a
seat, and is held in position by the rope and.staple by which'it is attached to the berth. A paddle, J, may
~ also be placed in the bottom of the berth, and sccured to the-berth by a ling- passing tﬂrough one of the ring-
bolts G. These various articles should all be sacured to. the berth so that they may not be lost out in carrying
~and launching the berth. In case of fire or.other disaster, each paseenger can. car ry out and launch his life-

preserver berth, and by means of the. p%ddle J remove himseclf to'a plice of comibarative safety. And by means
of the lines H and ring-bolts G several of the herths D roay-be lashed together so as to form a strong, buovant,
and serviceable raft, capable of- carrymg many papsmgevs, and such pm.rlsm*m and other things as they may
desirc or have time to take with them.

I claim as new, and desire to secure: by Letters Patent—. -

The combination of the removable berth D, having keel @&,-and prtmhc\l witlr ring-bolts G ling H, seat I,
and paddie J, sccured to the berth, and ada pted to"be usod for the pux pase.; deacwbed when the berth is
launched and forms a raft, substantially as specified.

- The above spesitication of my invention signed by me nhls ad - d&y of January, 1857,

J OHN J. CLYDE

Witnesses:
Wi, F. McNaAMARA,
JaMES T, GRAHAM,
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