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IMPROVEMENT IN BUCKLES.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN -

Be it known that I, Tuomas B. De Fonrest, of Birmingham, in the county of New Haven, and State of
Connecticut, have invented a new Improvement in Buckles; and I do hereby declare the following, when taken
in connection with the accompanying drawings and the letters of reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, and which drawings constitute part of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a face or front view of the buckle. , |

Higures 2, 3, 4, and 5, the construction of the buckle; and in

Figures 6 and 7, its dperation. |

This buckle is designed more particularly for hoop-skirt bands, but is equally applicable for other, like
purposes, and consists in the peculiar construction of the slide or clasp which grasps or clamps the band so as
to prevent its withdrawal. | |

To enable others to construct and use my improvement I will proceed to describe the same as illustrated
1n the accompanying drawings. | |

A is the frame of the buckle, formed as seen in fig. 2, from wire or other suitable material. B is the clasp
or slide, formed as scen in fig, 8, from sheet metal, having perforations, a, corresponding in position to the two
~ends of the frame A, and a slot, d, 50 as to leave & bar, £, for the purpose¢ heieafter shown; the slide is then

doubled, as seen in fig. 4, and phe two ends of the frame are passed through the two perforations @ before the
frame is completed, and when"so completed the slide rests upon the two ends of the frame, as seef in fig. 1,
the bar f and the slot & of the slide lying up/g'n_ the under side of the frame, while the bar, or (as it is hereafter
termed) the clasp, upon the upper side, and in position, relatively to the frame, as seen in fig. 5, and so as to
move freely on the frame. The rear bar of the frame is completed in the usual maaner, and the band secured
thereto. | o ,

The operation of the buekle is as follows: One end of the band, which is denoted in red, being secured to
the bar, as at C, in fig. 6, and passing around the body, the other end is passed through the slot d in the slide
between the clasp B and frame A, as seen in fig. 6, then drawn up, as in ﬁg 7; the band forees the slide toward
“the bar of the frame As'by bedring azaiust the bar f of the slide, which draws the.clasp B firmly against the
band and clamps it upon the bar of ‘the frame A, and holds the band in whatever position it is set. To release
the band, simply take hold of the projecting points ¢ on the slide and draw the slide back, as in fig. 6, and the
band 1s released. | -
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I do not broadly claim a buckle constructed so as to secure the ‘ba.nd by a bar sliding on the fra;me,-lbut'" |

what I do claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the clasp B, constructed with a slot 4 and bar f, with the frame A, when the clasp B
is above and the bar f below, or vice versa, so that the strap or band drawing against the bar f draws the clasp
B upon and so as to hold the strap, substantially in the manner herein set forth.

THOS. B. DE FOREST..

Witnesses:
Z.. SPENCER,
Gro. W. HuUBBELL.
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