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IMPROVEMENT IN CAPS FOR COFFIN SOREWS,

The Schedule teforred fo-n these Fetters Fatent and making part of fhe same.

70 ALL PERSONS TO WHOM TIIEHE PRESENTS “‘HALL C‘OME

Be it known that I Grorce H. HOWARD of South Braintree, in the munty of Nﬁlfﬂlk :Lnd State of:
Massachusetts, have made a new and useful invention of an improved Coffin- Screw Cap; and I do hereby declare
the same to be fully deseribed in the fc}]]amng specification and represented in the aceampanvnw drawings,. of;_ R

which—

Figure i is a top view of it as open; and.
Figure 2, a longitudinal and vertical section of it as closed.

Tts base part, A, and cover, C, are to be of very thm sheet metal, struck 1nto shape by means of dies.

The screw-head cavity 1s shown at a, zmd the shank-hole 'tt b. The base part, A, has a small tooth or catch, ¢,

raised upon it. The cover Cis in the shape of a hollow conic frustum, and is provided with a small mdent&tmn,'. o

d, to receive the point of the catch e.  The said cover C is held to the base part A by means of a rivet, f, which

goes through the base part, and an arm, e, projecting from the cover. "The cap C, when made of metal, as brass, o
for instance, and very thin, will be elastic circumferentially, whereby its i indentation d may be sprung either

into or out of engagement with the tooth or catch ¢; that is, the cover at its ﬁneumference may be sprung

inward so as to engage.with the catch, when the cover may be pressed lateially against such catch; or it will

also spring inward so as to be easily draengaged from the catch, when a sufficient amount of pressure is brought -
against it to force it out of connection with the catch. The coffin-screw cap represented in the dr awings is . |
shown as mthout ornamentation. It ma,y be formed with such devices or ohamcters in relief as fancy may dlc-__j__; o
tate. It is far superior in its operation to other screw caps.in use for like purposes, and is of cheaper. construe»'féf;f:;_;ﬁf;__:__3'i__
tion, generally speaking. - With respect to them, it 1s an improved manumcture “one very much approved of

by undertakers and makers of coffins and cabinet work.

I do not claim a coffin-screw cap as made of a cover and base, hinged or. connected torrethe; and pmvlded':
with devices for latching the cover in position when directly over the-serew-head cavity of the base; sach being - =
is exhibited in the United States Patent No. 36, 635, granted to A. B. Bailey, and also in J. D. Franklin's appli- = -
cation for a patent filed July 20, 1858, and subsequently rejected In each of thcse latter serew caps, the};_j'_'_flfz;-
cover is provided with two arms or “lugs extended from it in opposite dnectlons, whereas in my 1mpmved.': I
coffin-screw cap the cover-has but one of such arms or lugs, and the catch recess d is fomled dlrectly in the
side or circumference of the cover, the same being so that the inherent 61&Stlclt'j' of the cover in a diametric =

direction may be employed as a spring to hold the cover in engagement with the catch ¢.. In the other screw K

connection or engagement with the other, or prevent their accidental disengagewent, as specxﬁed
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~caps to which reference has been had, the elasticity of the lug by which the cover is connected to the base is
all or about all the spring employed to keep the other lug in engagenient with the catch. This, in partwular,_ NI
proves to be very uncertain; a slight blow or jar often is sufficient to cause dlsengagement of the latch of the - - =
‘cover, and the cover to fall away from and so as to uncover and expose the SGIEW*]JE‘LC]. These di lcultles, :md_:__
the great want of an efficient and certain screw cap by undertakers, or those who make use of such a device, L
led me to the invention of mine, as hereinbefore described, the cover of which being kept in engagement with =~
the catch by the inherent elastie force of the cover ex:elted diametrically of it, and not by the mere élastic force
of the lug or arm, is sure to maintain its p051t10n in connection with the catch or is not liable under any 0rd1-*:'
nary circumstances to be accidentally d1sengaged from the catch. What, therefore, 1 clmm as my invention, is— T
My improved arrangement of thé latching devices ¢ d of the coffin-screw cap cover and base, with respect . -
to such cover and base, substantmlly as déseribed, viz, 80 that the cover, by its 1nherent diamietric elastlclty ma.y o
be caused to operate as a spring to connect or engage the latching devices together, :md keep one of them in
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