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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, CLARK ROBERTS, of Wznchestm in the county of Scott, and State of Illinois, have
invented a new and improved mode of fastening gates and doors, which I call the Pendulum Verge and T-Latch ;
and I do hereby declare that the following is a full and exact description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of reference marked thereon, making a part of this specification.
To enable others to- make and use my invention, I will now proceed to describe 1ts construction and operation.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a gate with my device attached, looking at it from the front.

qures 2 and 3 represent a part of a gate and post with my dewce attached, representing the pendulum A
s thrown back, allomng the gate to be opened or closed.

Figure 4 is a rear view of the upper portion of a gate and posts.

Like letters indicate corresponding parts in each figure.

A represeats a triangular-shaped pendulum constructed with arms « and b, one on each side, and at right
angles with the surfaces thereof; the outer edge of the arms being on a-direct line with the edge of the pendu-
]um. This pendulum is attached to the gate-post B by means of a screw or bolt passing through an eye in the
end of the arm @ and into the post. When thus arranged the arm 4 extends downward, and is held in place by.
a guard;, ¢. The arms @ and b are identical, so that the pendulum may be hung by either, or the pendulum may
be constructed with but one arm, and the guard placed over the arm through which the bolt passes, securing it
to the post. The guard ¢ must be of sufficient length to allow the pendulum to be moved laterally a sufficient.
distance to allow the verge e to clear the edge of the gate or door, and allow it to be opened or closed. The
edge of the gate on closing strikes the verge ¢, and forces the pendulum back, and when the gate is closed the
pendulum will adjust itself by gravitation alone, the verge ¢ passing over the edge of the gate or door, and thus
gecuring.it, D represents a T-shaped attachment secured at the point f to the side of the gate, the bolt or pin
by means of which it is secured to the gate constituting a pivot. The arm" g of this attachment serves as a
handle to give motion to the gate, thie other arm, %, passes over the verge ¢ on the pendulum A, and when the

, arm ¢ is raised the arm % is forced downward on the verge e, causing the pendulum to swing laterally, so that
' the edge of the gate will pass the verge ¢, as shown in fig. 2. When it is desired to apply my device to a panel
or batten door, an ordinary drop-lateh handle, o, and thumb-piece, 7, secured in the ordinary manner to the
opposite side of the door will be required, the thumb-piece passing through the door and under the arm'g, and |
when the arm g is raised by the said thumb-piéce, the arm /% will be depressed and the pendulum thrown back,
as shown in fig. 2. A pin, s, is inserted into the side of the gate or' door, which will allow the piece D to be
moved only a suﬁment distance to make the verge ¢ clear the edge of the door or gate. For the convenience of
persons on horseback I arrange with the latch when applied to field gates a lever, P, as represented in figs. 1, 2
and 3, having its fulerum or pivoted point-on a bolt or pin at ¢, on the side of the post B. The long arm % of
‘this lever extends upward beyond the top of the post, passing through a slot, /, in the cap of the post, which
serves as 4 guard to the lever, or a-guard may be attached to the side of the post if desired. The short arm of
. this lever is curved, as represented in figs. 1, 2, and 8, the point being flattened and resting against the arm q
| of the pendulum. By moving the long arm % toward the gate, the short arm m forces the pendulum to swing
laterally so as to release the gate, or the lever may be attached to the gate, as in Figure 5. On the rear side
of the gate is a traction spring, E, or other suitable device, one end of which is secured to the post F, on which
the gate is suspended, the other end being attached to the gate, which, when the gate is open and unsupported,
causes 1t to close automatically. The pendulum, as constructed, being a perfect appliance in itself, it will
readily be seen that it may be used independently of the lever P and attachment D, thus furnishing a very cheap
‘and simple device for fastening field gates, but not so convenient for persons on horseback as when the lever P
is attached.

Having described my invention, what I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent 18—

1. The pendulum A and guard ¢, constructed and arranged substantlally as described and fc:r the purpose
set forth. .

2. The pendulam A and guard ¢, in combination with the attachment D, substantially as described.

3. The pendulum A and guard ¢, in combination with the lever P, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. | |

4. The pendulum A, in combination with t-l;e guard ¢, lever P, attachment D, pin s, 'and-th_umb-piece 1,
arranged substantially as described and for the purpose set forth.
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CLARK ROBERTS.

Witnesses:
JAMES HARRIS,
DerMoNT C. RoBERTS,
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