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F. STROTHMANN, OF - LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, ASSIGNOR TO PETDRS
WEBB, AND CO.

Letteis Patent No. 61,483, dated January 22, 1367.
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SOUNDING-BOARD FOR PIANOS.
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TQO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

~ Be it known that I'F. StroTHMANN, of Lonisv ille, in the county of Jefferson, and State of Keniucky, have

invented new and useful i improvements in Sounding-Boards for Piano Fortes, etc.; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact description thereof, which will enable otheis skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference bemcr had to the accompanying drawings, forming part of this speclﬁcatlon

The principle of this invmtion consists in cutfing u::-ﬁ'J by means to be her ema.ftel deseribed, the vibratory
action of certain parts of the sound-hoard of pilano fortes, wheresuch action is only detrimental to purity of
tone, and in concentrating the same within a certain portion of the board, where vibration is requisite in order
to give to the instrument its proper degree of sonorousness. In theaccompanying plate of drawings my improve-
fnents in sounding-bom ds for piano fortes are illustrated— . |

- Figure 1 being a plan or top view; and

Figure 2 a transverse vertical section, taken in the plane of the line z 2, fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate hhe parts.

A, in the drawings, represents the case of the piano forte, which is of that class known as the “square”
piano forte, and B its sounding-board, which is made of the wood usually employed therefor, or of any other
suitable wood or other material. Under the piece € is a solid block of wood, placed beneath the sound-board
at the right-hand rear corner of the instrument,.where it is secured to the piano forte case, the sounding-board
being firmly glued to this block, thus cutting off jall vibration of that part of the board embraced between said
block and the end and back of the instrument, at the rear right-hand corner, which part in the drawings is
marked.D. E E?two curved metallic bars; the one, K, running above the soundmﬂ-board and the other, K2
below, but both directly over each other, with the soundmn-boal d between as stated, the two bemg firmly secured
together and to the board by screws F, and at one end, K to the front blocking G, at a point foward its left-
hand end, passing under the front bar I of theiron fra,me, to which it is seeured, and atits other, I, to the solid
block M, into which the tuning-pins are driven; the said bars extending across the sounding- board from its front
to its rear side, cutting it, as it were, into parts N and O, the one part, N, embraclng all of the sounding-board
between its left-hand end and the said bars, and the other p:ut 0, the remaining portion of the hoard hetween
the said bars and the rear corner end-block hereinbefore referred to; this part, O, carrying the bridges P of
the board for the strings. The point at which the bars E E? terminate is at or near the junction of the treble
over-brace with the iron frame at the back of the piano case.

By means of the bars E E* the sound is confined
to the portion of the board marked O in the drawings.
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent——
The 1mplovements in sounding-hoards for piano fortes, and other musical ingiy umems, hérein, spemﬁed the
same consisting in separ :Ltmg or dividing the board, substantially as and for the purpeﬂe specified.
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Witnesses:

P. G. Bryax,
B, Tevupr.
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