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' IMPROVEMENT IN SEWING MACHINES.
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

| Be it known that I, GeEorGE. RERFUSS, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an improved Work-
- Carrier for Semng Machmes ; and I do hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, and exact description-
of the same, refercnce being had to the accompanying drawing, and to the letters of reference marked thercon.

My invention relates to mechanism for facilitating the movement, in front of a sewing machine, of carpets,
sails, and other heavy fabrics to- be sewed, and my invention consists of a truck for supporting and retaining
- the fabnc, and for traversing in front of a sewing machine in the manneir described hereafter, the truck-wheels
being adapted to inclined 1*1.115, so that its movement during the operation of the feeding demce is facilitated.

In order to enable others to make and use my invention, I will now proceed to describe its construction and
operation. On reference to the accompanying drawing, which forins a part of this qpeﬂlﬁcatwn—

TFigure 1 is a front elevation of my work-carrier for sewing machines.

I’lgure a. plan view; and |

Figure 3, a side view looking in the direction of the arrow, fig. 1. .

‘A is a {rame o7 stand, whi ch is secured to a base or floor, B, and which supports a sewing machine, C. To-
the floor B, in front of t'he frame A, are secured two parallel 1&115, « ', which are shn*htly inclined, as shown in
fig. 1. D is a truck, which is provided with flanged wheels, ¢ d, adapted to the rails ¢ ¢/, and to the top b of the
| tluck, at one edge of the samne, is secured a met&l plate, E, the edse of which, when the truck is opposite the
sewing machine, extends over the front edge of the work- pla,te of the same. From the upper side of the plate
E project sharp-pointed pins ¢ ¢, for a purpose described hereafter. A carpst, sail, or other heavy fabric to be
sewed is placed on the top of the truck, and so adjusted that the cdges to be sewed shall project over the edge
of the plate E to a sufficient distancé to be beneath the needle of the' sewing machine, when the truck is brought
in front of the latter, the fabric being pressed down on to the plate E so that the pins ¢ ¢ shall project through
it, hold it in its place and maintain the two thmkneases to be secured together in their proper positions in
respect to cach other. The truck is then pushed up the 111011119(1 rails, the fabric is brought beneath the needle,
and the machine is put in operation, when the fabric will be gradually drawn forward by the action of the usual
feed mechanism, the inclination of the rails @ @’ being such that the truck will move readily in front of the
machine when the work is drawn forward, but will at other times remain stationary. When the truck has heen
carried past the machme, the work is lifted off the plate E, the truck is again moved np the inclined railg, and
another section of the work is secured in its place and fed f{}l ward as befme I am aware that sewing machines
have hitherto been secured to trucks traversing in front of tables to which the fabric is fastened, and that frames
or clamps for holding fabries with irregular edges have heen secured to the frame of the machine or in front of
the latter, so as to present the work to the needle. In all these cases, however, the feeding devices for operating
the frame cor the traversing machine, are complicated and expensive, and the motion imparted to the machine
renders it difficult to operate the latter, especially when manual power is employed; while in many instances the
operations are confined exclusively to work on one class of articles. It will be seen that by the above-described
arrangement all these difficulties are overcome. o |

I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent— ‘

The combination of a stationary sewing machine and two or more inclined rails, which are fraversed by a
“truck or carrier adapted for the reception and retention of a fabric to be sewed; when the required traversing -
motion i3 imparted to the said truck by the operation of the feed device of the machine, substantially as described.

~ Intestimony whereof I bave signed my name to this specification in the presence of two subseribing witnesses.

GEO. EEHFUSS

Witnesses:
- CrarLEs H. FosTEgr,
JoEN WHITE.
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