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IMPROVEMENT IN METAL PLATED SOLES,
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ERASTUS BLAKESLEE, OF PLYMOUTH, CONNECTICUT.
| | Latf.afrs Pgte-nt No. 80,466, dated December 18, 1866.
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Be it known that I, Erasrus BLaxesiEr, of Plymouth, in the county of Litchfield, and State of Co_n.nec- |
ticut, have invented a new and useful Improvement in Metal Plated Soles; ond I dohercby declare the following,

‘when taken in connection with the accompaying drawings and the letters of roference marked thereon, to be a

full, cleer, and exact description of thé same, and which said drawings constitute part of this specification, and
represent, 1r~— o _ | | | | |

Figure 1, a view of the oviside of the sole; and in

Figure 2, a section on linoz 2. N

My invention relates to an improvement in plating soles of boots and shoes with thin metal, and my inven-
tion consists in the peculiar manner of plating, whereby the original flexibility of the leather 1s retained,

To enable others skilled in the art to construct and use my improvement, I will proesed to describe the
same, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. | | o |

From ordinary gole leather I cut the sole, whether it he half sole or whole sole, A, of the usual form and
the proper size for the boot or shee to which it is to be applied. Upon the outside of the sole thus formed, I

~ secure narrow sirips of sheet metal, @, covering the sole nearly to the edge, as secn in fig. 1. These strips X

secure by oval-headed or other nails extending through the sole, and riveted upon the inside. The strips being
narrow and running crosswise of the sole, the sole retains thesame flexibility that 1t had before the application

of the plate. By thus plating the sole, I am enabled to plate the soles before application to the boot or shoe.

Soles for boots and shoes have bech plated by applying thereto o plate in a single pieco nearly covering thesole,
which makes the sole very stiff and uncomfortable for the wearer; or India-rubber soles have been pluted, tho
plate being cut so as to cover the edge of the sole and leave portions of the face of the sole exposed, as in the

- patent of Edward G. Kinsley, October 8th, 1861, which is but little less rigid than the single plate, and very little

if any protection tv the face of the sole. |

I de not therefore bfﬂ&dlf claim 2 metal plalted sole, but what I do claim as new and useful, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— -

Plating soles for boots and shoes with strips of metal, when the said strips are forined and arranged so as

to completely cover the face of the sole, substantially as'and for the purpose specified.

ERASTUS BLARKESLEE.

Witnesges:
- JOHEN E. BARLE,
M. A. Hixg,
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