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IMPROVEMENTS IN BOOTS AND SHOES,

JOHN"C. MACK, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.
- 'I Letters P atent -i‘-Ta.l 60,'02-’13, dated Nﬂvamber_ a7, 1866 ) . SR

| . - E?EE‘J-CI-FI‘G#&'I.DHﬁ__ o
TO0 ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: - B -

i :

"Be it known that I, J. C. MAcK, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvanta, have infénte’d ':1-11{i.ﬁ:xpraiwéﬁlent'iﬁ:B'o(ji;_s_,.:,'__-:":_

a .

Shoes, etc.; arid 1 do hereby declare the following to be a full, elear, and e‘x_a.iat desbription of the same, réfe;-g. R

ence being had to the accompanying drawing, and to the letters of reference markead thereon.

My invention consists of 2 boot or shoe “upper,” constructed, as fully .de'scribed llierea'ftqer,' so that 1tmll -:
yield and accommodate itself to the shape of the wearer’s foot, and 80 that the exhalations may e'sfcﬂ.p’éf from the . -

latter; the binding and undue heating of the feet being thus prevented. =

~ In order to enable others skilled in the art to make my invention;
in. which the same 18 carried into effect. - . N

~ On reference to the accompanying drawing, which forms a part of this Bp'eciﬁéai;_iﬁzi_—ef .

my improvewent. -
Figure 2, » plan view; and I S . S
Figure 3 a section on the line ,1u2,__ﬁg. 2, looking in the direction of the arrow. = .-

" The “upper,” A, consists of two sections or pieces of leather, a and o’ the inner edges of which are sewed =~

together between the points z 2/, ¥ o, s0 that thereis a slit or ﬂp_&ﬂiﬂg; w, between the points :1: yr At thL

inner edge of the section a, between the points z iy, is a tongue orflap, b, o the cuter edge of which are seeured

a series of short elastic bands, ¢, the outer ends of the'Jatter being so connected to the buttons, d, secured to

{he side of thesection a', as'to be detachable from the same._ To the under side 'of each section a a, near the inner -
-edge of the same, is secured one edge of a strip, e, of elastic cloth, which is somewhat longer than the flap é. ==

To the toe of the upper, A, is secured the usual ornamental toe piece, D, which also covers the lower end of the
flap 5. The upper is attached to the leg, 1, and the sole is secured to the.boot in the ordinary manner. R
‘Boots of the ordinary construction, unless espeéially made for the wearer, can seldom be comfortably worn,

" a3 they almost invariably bind the feet too closely at omne or more 'pdints;_:.theyf_'ar'e_aléo B_D'_peffgctly'air-_tight:'§ |

that the feet become heated, and are sometimes so seriously affected as to.injure the health-of the wearer. By - -
forming the upper in two sections, connected in the centre by an elastic material, as above described, the objec- =

tions alluded to are effectually overcome, the elastic material yielding, so ;Ihi_:;{;"the gsections Gﬂ-ﬁ"ﬁ:epﬁi‘#t:ﬂ;:ﬁli ghtly -~

to accommodate themselves to the foot, while the exhalations from the foot escape through the pores of the . e

~ elastic material and through the opening between  the sections. It will. be seen that the flap is held ftig]:_ﬂ._;_ly”f- o

against the section a’, by the bands ¢, but that the latter will yield, when ‘it is necessary, for the sections to - }

broadly a boot or shoe having a slit or opening in the upper, covered by a flap, as boots 80 constructed have been

heretofore used, as in the patent of E. Alexander, dated August 4,1863; but-I claim as my invention, and desire - B
to secure by Letters Patent— - - e R S .
1. A Dboot or- shoe having e slit or opening in the centre of the “‘upper,” in combination with an elastic -

fabric extending across.sajd opening, all substantially as and for the purpose described.

| 2. In combination with the foregoing, I claim the elastic bands ¢, and buttons d; or their. 'eqﬁimlénﬁ; tha .:' o
whole being constructed and arranged substantially as and for the purpose _ap__acliﬁ_ed; i | R

‘In testimony whereof I have signed my name to this qp,eﬁiﬁﬁa.tiqnfl_iri;the-_pra{sencé of ;-.tﬁw’o_ Sﬁbacribingi'e;:"
 witnesses. | . B I

Witnesses: L
CuarLES E. FosTER,
. JOBRN WHITE.

I will now proceed to describe'._t}ié !m'ﬁ.ﬁﬁ,ar} S

Figure 1 is a side view, representing the “upper, ' and a portion of .the leg of a boot, made accordiﬁ'g,.tb .5_:-  - ;'

Tt will be apparent that this invention is applicable to both ahﬂeaiia;uﬂ ‘boots. - I do not desire to claim . -
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