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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LOUIS BAUHOEFER, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

I'MPRO.VED CUSHION OR’ MATTRESS.

Pl

Specification formmg part of Letters Patent No. 59 945, dated November 27 1866 autedated

November 3,

1860.

| To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LOUIS BAUHOEFER, of
Philadelphia, Penn sylvam& have invented an
Improvement in M&ttresses, Cushions, &c.;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact descrlptlon of the same,
referenoe being had to theaccompanying draw-
ing, and to the letters ot refelence marked
thereon.

My invention consists in the combination of
2 mattress reduced in thickness in the center
and an air-cushion divided into two or more
separate compartments, asfully described here-

~after, the surface of the mattress being thus

maintained more uniformly level than when
mattresses of the same thickness throughout
or air-bags hm ing only one compa.rtment are
used.

In order to enable others to apply my inven-
tion, I will now proceed to describe the man-
-~ ner of carrying it into etiect.

On reference to the accompanying dmmng,'

which forms a part of this specification, Fig-
ure 1 is a longitudinal section of a mattress
with my lmprovement Fig. 2, a section on the
line 1 2, IFig. 1; and I‘lﬂ‘ 3, a plan view of the
air-bag tlsed Wlth the mattre%q

A is a mattress or cushion, which consmts_

of an outer bag or sack, a, of ticking or other
suitable fabric, and an inner llmng, a’, of &

similar fabric, the edges of which are secured-

to the sides of the sack a, the space between

the two Leing filled with hair, husks, cork, or

any of the ordinary filling materlals thele
being less material in the center than at the
edges of the cushion, for a purpose described
hereaftel

Both the sack a and lmmﬂ‘ a’ are open at
one end to allow for the mtroductlon of a bag,
B, of rubber, cloth, or other suitable matenal

~wlnch 1n the present instance, is divided lon |

gltudmaJIy into two compartments and at one
end of the bag is a tube, D, into which fits a
plug or stopper, c.

The bag is inflated with air, Whlch Is 1ntro-
duced through the tube b. The latter is then

closed, and the bag 1s mtroduced into the mat- -

tress to the position shown in Kig.1, when the
mattress is ready for use.

In a mattress or cushion of thls descrlptlon
almost any desired elasticity may be obtained
by inflating the bag B to a greater or less ex-
tent; and, as the bag is divided into compart-
ments, the air cannot be forced to too ﬂ'rea,t an

F
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Jlevel.

extent on one side when a Wewht is placed |

on' any one point, so that the surface of the

mattress is maintained at a nearly uniform
The mattress is prevented from being
elevated to too great an extent in the center
in consequence of the inflation of the bag by
reducing the quantity of filling ma,terlal in the_ |
center, as before described. _.

I am aware that mr-bags have he1et0f01e .

‘been used with mattresses, as in the inven-.

tion patented by John Scott, October 18, 1853.

In all such instances, however the matnebs; -

has been of the same thmkness throughout,
and but a single bag without compartments
has been used so that the mattress would
sink to too gleat an extent Wherevel any
weight was placed on the same in consequence

of the air being forced to the opposite side of

the bag, while the latter would be rendered

entlrely useless 1f an 0penllm slmuld be made o

in any portion.

- It will be seen that, in the &bove described

mattress, by 1educmg the quantity of mate-
rial at the center, or, in other words, makmn'_, o
it thicker at the edges, Iam enabled to use a
bag composed of two layers of rubber, or other
material, secured at their edges; whereas if

the mattress wasof thesame thchness through-

out it would either be elevated too much in the .
center when the bag was inflated, or it would
be necessary to use an air-bag of 2 box form—
thatis, having vertical sides or edges—bags of |
this constructmn bemﬂ' expenswu and dlfﬁcult o

to make,

It will also be seen that by the use of a bawr o
divided into different compartments, or by the_ o
use of several bags in one mattress, the airis
prevented from escaping to the mde where

there is least pressure, and- the destruction of
the entire bag, should an opening be made 111 I
one portion, is prevented.: | |

I claim as my mventlon and desme tos secure |
by Letters Patent—

- The mattress A,in combmatlon wﬂsh the air-

bag B,divided 1nto two or more compartments

when the mattress is reduced in thickness in
the center, as and for the purpose described.

In tesmmony whereof I have signed myname

to this specification in the presence of two sub- |

scubm o witnesses.: |
LOUIS BAUHOEFER

- Witnesses:
EDWARD WILLIAMS,
HENRY HAUER
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