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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

~ Be it known that I, TroMAS S. ’VIINNISS of the city of Meadvllle 1n the county of C‘rawfmd in the"'
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and improved Coupling Pm for railroad cars; and I do hewby

declare that the fOllOWlllﬂ‘lS a full and exact deseription thereof, reference being had to the accompany111g
drawings, and to the 1etters of reference marked thereon. |

T{e nature of my invention consists in making a pin with a pendeut trlgger at 1ts lower end, connected

with a hook or pawl to catch into a recess or notch in the front side of the pin-hole, while its upper end s

bent over backwards, so that when in gear the whole weight of the pin may rest upon the lnner end of the
link, and prevent its projecting end trom lopping down. When approaching another ear.

To enable others skilled 1n the dl"t to make and use my invention, I wﬂl proceed to describe its construc-
tion and operation. '

A is a drawhead of the or dinary flaring mouth kind, with the front part cut away to the centre perpen-

dicularly; B is the pin; C is the huL—holdel G 1s the lmk H 1s the trigger; D is the catch; and the 1ed

lines show both the link and pin n working position.
I use the ordinary link and flaring mouth drawhead, except that I cut or cast a notch or recess in the

frout side of the upper pin-hole, as seen in E, and also a hole, either round or oblong, directly over the inner

end of the link when in gear.
I make my pin w1th a cleft (23) two and a half inches long and half inch wide in the lower end of the
pin, and in this cleft I hang a hmged trigger about a half m(,h from the lower end of the pin, so that the
catch shall project outside of the pin wheu the trigger hangs free. The trigger is made long enough so that
when drawn up into its noteh it will hang low enough in the mouth of the drawhead to prevent the link
from entering w1thout forcing the catch out of the notch. The trigger is made rigid in its backward move-
ment, but folds up in the otheT direction. To hold the link in a horizontal position when approaching
quother car, I place a sufficient weight on the end inside the drawhead to hold its other end up. I do thls
by bending tbe coupling pin over bac,kwal ds, so that when the pin is in gear the bent part ¢, rests on ‘the top of

- the Ik, but it can be bent down with a shn*ht pressure, and is free to bend upward as in the old plan. The

pin and trigger can be used without the wewhted link, or the link can be weighted independently of the
link, - - |
- Operation: To uncouple the cars the pin is drawn up till the catch D falls or swings into the notch E,

-when the link can be drawn out, the trigger being loose in that direction, and the pin is held up'till the link

strikes the trigger from the flOIlt and the catch is thrown back out of the notch, and as the pin falls the.
trigger 1s folded back into the end of the pin, and the whole drops into working position. The pin must

~ be long enough, that when in gear the trigger is free to unfold under the dmwhead and hang loose.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The triggered pin consttueted as, and for the purpose specified.

2. The weighted link-holder operating as set forth. .

3. The combmatwn of the WE‘lghtEd hnk triggered pin, and drawhead, constructed as and for the pur-

pose described. | |
THOS. 8. MINNISS.

Witnesses: | -
J. H. Gison, . | -
I. D. MinnNiss. -
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