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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FREDERICK W. HOFFMANN, OF MORRISANIA, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN MACHINES FOR CUTTING OFF CIGARS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 59,606, dated November 13, 1866.
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FREDERICK W. HOFF-
MANN, of Morrisania, in the county of West-

- chester, in the State of New York, have in-
- vented a new and Improved Machine for Cut-

ting off the Ends of Cigars; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon. ~

Figuare I represents a top view or plan. Fig.
11 is an end view of the same; and Fig. III is
a longitudinal section, with the knife - stand
broken off, | |

A 13 the frame, made with a recess or cav-
ity, /, in or near the middle, to receive the
cigar to be cut off. A guide, B, is arranged
to slide on the top of the frame, and provided
with a set-serew, «, to fasten said guide B in
any desired position. On the forward end of

~ the frame A guides C and D are provided on

cach side of' the recess f, and on one corner,
near this forward end of the frame, a tube, E,
1s fixed, into which a plunger or rod, F, is

~fitted, on the lower end of which the knife G

18 attached. Below the plunger or rod F a
spiral spring is placed in the pipe or tube L,
50 as to keep the rod F, together with the
knite (1, on the top end of its motion. The
tube K 1s provided with a suitable slot, d, to
allow the knife G to be moved downward., The
lower or cutting edge of the knife is made
slanting, and the same is attached to the rod

¥ only near its upper end, to allow a slight

feathering motion to the same. The outside
surface of the guide C is made slanting in-
ward near 1ts upper end, to prevent the knife
i 1ts downward motion striking on the top of
sald guide, and at the same time to guide said
knife close to the edge. The guide D is pro-
vided near its upper end with a projecting
piece, n, so arranged that during the down-
ward motion of the knife G the inner surface

of this projecting piece n will force or guide
the knife close against the outer edge of the
frame A. ' | '

By this arrangement of the guide C acting
against one stde of the knife, and the guide D,
with its projecting piece n, acting against the
other or outer side of the knife G, together
with the arrangement of attaching the knife
(r to its rod I only near its upper end, so as
to allow to the knife-blade an easy feathering
motion, I insure always a perfectly close con-
tact of the knife-blade with the forward end
or edge of the frame A, when the knife is forced
downward, so as to cut off the cigar placed
1nto the recess or cavity f on the plate A per-
fectly smooth and square.

- To operate this machine, the guide B is first
tixed at any desired distance from the forward
edge of the frame A corresponding with the
length the cigars are to be cut off. The cigar
18 then placed into the recess f, when the knife
G 1s forced downward by striking upon the
knob H on the top of the rod or plunger F.

- What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The construction of' a plate, A, provided
with a movable guide, B, and gunides C and D
at the forward end-of said plate, in eombina-
tion with a knife, G, fast to a rod or plunger,
I, moving in an upright tube or pipe, K, at-
tached to said plate A, when the whole is ar-
ranged and combined in the manner and for
the purpose substantially as deseribed and
specified. ,

2. The projecting piece n on the guide D,
acting 1in combination with the guide C on the
flexible or feathering knife-blade G, in the
manner and for the purpose substantially a
set forth. | | o

FREDERICK W. HOFFMANN.

Witnesses: | o |

HENRY HE. ROEDER,
JNO. P. BYERS.
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