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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

E. A. G. ROULSTONE, OF ROXBURY, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN TRUNKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No

0. 59,272, dated Octobel 30, 1806.

To all whom ©f may CONCEFN, *

Be it keown that I, E. A. G. ROULSTONE, of
Roxbury, in the eountyr of Norfolk and State
of Mass’tehusetts have invented an Improved
Traveling-Trunk; and I do hereby declare that
the follomng, taken in connection with the
drawings which accompany and form part of
this speelﬁea,tlon 1S & descriptionol my inven-
tion sufficlient to enable those skilled in the
art to practlce 1t. |

The main view A of the drawings repre-
sents a trunk embodying my invention.

o denotes the leather forming the body of
the trunk, which 1s, as usual, made up of two
parts, the lower one, b, of which is generally
termed the ‘“body,” and the upper one, ¢, the
‘“top,” though both are equally employed as
packing-compartments.

The end of each part & ¢ 1s formed or riv-
eted upon an angle metal frame, d, bent right-
angularlyin a transverse direction,and shaped
lonﬂltudlnally to the form the part @ or b 1s to
have in cross-section, the leather forming the
sides and bottom or top being lapped over
upon the end pieces, or vice versa, and being
riveted directly to the metal frame, which 18
placed 1nside of the leather body.

By this construction, which constitutes part
of my invention, 1 dlspense with the stitches
usually employed in making up the body, and,
1 advisable, with the iron bzmdb upon the ex

terior of the trunk, imparting great strength

to the body by theee frames. At each front
corner of the Iid, where it shuts over the part
- b, 1 apply a guard, e, bent around the front
and end, and riveted through the leather « to
a metal band or frame, x, riveted to the body
a, and forming the (,losmg lip of the lid, the
o u'u d having an extension, f, projecting down
below the edﬂe of the hd and so as to fit
~closely ag zunst the corners ¢ J By this exten-
sion of these guards the parts band ¢ and the
hinges connecting them are preserved from
injury by violent lateral strain upon either
part of the trunk, These guards e, so riveted

to the frame x, and provided with the exten--

‘sions f, form another part of my invention.

Kach upper corner of the trunk is protected
by a guard, k, swaged or otherwise so made
into form as to plQ]GOt over the end, top, or
bottom, and adjacent side of the body, and
riveted to the frame d. -

i

Each lower corner guard, ¢, is fou_ned and
applied to the body and anﬂle frame d in the
same manner as is the nuard i, and has form-
ing part of or made 1nten1al with it a projee-
tion, ¢%, resting directly against the bottom of
the trunk, and, forming a bearmg for a caster,
k, to further protect x vhlch the guard is ful-
nished with a shoulder, I, extending end-
wise from the 1)1'0)60131011 @3 and so th&t the
caster 18 kept from vmlentlv striking the
ground when either end of the trunk is drop-
ped These guards £ and ¢, so céonstructed
and applied, also form parts of my invention.

Hach hinge m is formed of two parts, each
of which 1s bent around the back and end of
the body, (as seen at B, which is a view of one -
of the rear corners,) and is riveted through
the back and end to the band z, the upper
half of each hinge extending down flush with
the edge of the hd the hmﬂ‘e SO constructed
and apphed being very strong, and, 1n connec-
tion with the guards e, making an invulner-
able - protection to the trunk at the line of
opening thereof.

The swinging box n, which ocwples the lid

| of the tmnk, 18 held in place by spring-latches

0, of peculiar construction. Each lateh is
formed from a single piece of metal, first cut
into a flat form, as seen at C, and then bent
into the shape as seen at D, and subsequently
having the end p soldered or fastened to the
shank ¢ of the plate, as seen at li. The shank
g is riveted to the inside of the box n, as seen
at A. by dotted lines, and the bent part o
forms a latch projecting through a plate, S,
and latching behind a catch in the lid, the
portion ¢ formm a thumb-piece to Splmg -
back the latch. Ears 1, at the opposite sides
of the shank ¢, prevent the latc¢h from pro-
truding too far from the face of the hox.
These latches, 50 constructed, constitute part

of my invention.

The webbing-straps, which are generally
applied to prevent the lid of a trunk from tip-
ping back, are objectionable in that they gen-

~erally swing out from the trunk in closing it.

To obviate this they are sometimes connected
by an elastic cord running from one to the
other; but the employment of such elastic is

objectionable, because it does not permit con-
venient access to the box in the lid.
To obviate these objections I apply to each
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webbing thin springs o, which as the lid is
~closed spring inward, carrying with them the
webbing, and preventing it from protruding
beyond the trunk.

This application forms rmm‘,her part of my
invention.

I claim—

1. The employment of the angle-frames to
support and strengthen the trunk-body, when
applied to the interior of the body, with each
frame bent transversely and longitudinally, as
described, and with the side of the body lap-
ped over the end, or vice versa, and riveted to
- the angle-frame, SHbSt‘llltlELl]V as described.

2. The guards ¢, when made with extensions
J and riveted to the fmme x, substantially as
set forth.

3. The guards & and <, when shaped and
riveted to the angle- flal’ﬂE‘b, substantially as
set forth.

l

w—

4, I\I’Lklllﬂ' the guards ¢ with projections 42

and shouldels [ to protect the casters k, sub-

stantially as set forth.
5. The hinges m, when each 1s bent around

and riveted through the back and end of the

body to the frame x and is extended below

the top line of the lower part, b, in the manner
described. .

6. The spring-latches o, when made and ap-
plied substantially as set forth.

7. The application of springs v to the web-
bing, Substautlally as and f01 the purpose set
forth.

B. A. G. ROULSTONE.

Witnesses:
J. B. CROSBY,
F. GoUuLD.
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