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JACOB BENZ, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN SOUND-BOARDS FOR PIANOS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 58,%6 2, dated October 16, 1866.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jacos BENZ, of Phila.-.
delphia and State of Pennsylvania, have in-

vented a new and useful Improvement in
Sound-Boards for Pianos ; and do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, elear, and
exact description of the construction and op-
eration of the same, reference bein g had to the
annexed drawing, and to the letters of refer-

ence marked thereon.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction of a double'sound-bourd, both of
thesameshapeandform. The wood fibers, how-

~ever, of the upper sound-board are runnin gina,

transverse direction to those in the lower or
bottom sound-board. The uppersound-board
rests upon small stripsof wood or ribs, (marked
ABCDEFG H.) Said ribs have open in-
terstices (marked R R)for the purpose of afford-
ing to the sound-leadin g wood fibers more
length and less obstruction; farther, of Q1v-

Img to the atmospheric air in the space be-

tween both sound-boards free and ample pas-
sage, which otherwise would be counfined and
abrogate the fullness, duration, and equality
of the tone, and lessen the vibrating quality
of the board, all of which is essentially im-

proved in the construction and connection of

two sound-boards with the wood bers in op-
posite direction, as marked or indicated DLy
small-drawn lines in the drawing,

The ribs (marked J I LM} are the main sup-
porters tor the upper sound-Doard. They are of
the same height of the ribs with Openings. so
that the upper sound-board becomes fully sup-
ported on all of them and pertectly connected
Dy means of glue, thus leavin g a certain open
Space between them. The openings in the
lower sound-board (marked N O P) also serve
for a proper air-current, and for sustainin o
its free circulation, which without them would
be obstructed by putting the stretcher in its
place, as the passagesin the front rib G become
thereby closed.

What I claim as my mvention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The construetion and combination of two dif-
ferent sound-boards with transverse-running
wood fibers, and provided with supporting-ribs
and air-passages, substautiall yand for the pur-

pose as deseribed and set forth.

JACOB BENZ.

Witnesses:
JOHN GEORGE LINSENMEIVER,
JOHN KNECHT.
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