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IMPROVEMENT IN THE MANUFACTURE OF FLOOR-COVERINGS.

-Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 28,497, dated October 2, 1266.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAmEs H. SPENCER, of

‘Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented a

new Kloor-Covering as a Substitute for Car-
pets; and 1 do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
said invention and of the manner of produc-
ing the same. ' o '-

- My invention consists of burlap treated
and printed, orothersise colored, substanti ally
as described hereinafter, so as to form an effi-
cient and economical substitute for and imi-
tation of ordinary woolen carpets:

After many elaborate experiments T have
ascertained that the ordinary cheap Dhurlap
of which sacks are commonly made may, ow-
Ing to its property of quickly absorbing and
permanently retaining coloring - matter, be
converted, by the treatment which I will pro-
ceed to describe, into a very cheap, durable,

and neat imitation of and substitute for the
‘more costly woolen carpets. I take the com-

mon cheap burlap and brush one surface of
1t only, so as to lay the prominent fibers in

one direction. This first process may be ac-
complished by hand-brushes; but it will be

readily understood that it may be completed
more rapidly and uniformly by a snitable

system of revolving brushes. After this the

brushed surface has to Dbe sheared by an

ordinary shearing - machine, which removes

the prominent fibers, thereby leaving the hur-
lap with a surface of the desired uniformity.
Before this surface, however, is ready to re-

‘ceive the colors, it must be pressed and flat-

tened and rendered smooth, this process being
accomplished by first dampening the fabric,
and then passing it between calendering-rolls,
which perform the important additionalduty of

making the fabric of the uniform width neces- |

sary before it can properly receive the pat-
terns. - .

The colored pattern or patterns may be ap-
plied to the prepared surface of the burlap in
a variety of ways—such, for instance, as by

stenciling, or by printing-blocks, or even by |

painting it with ordinary brushes; but I have

| found that a machine constructed in a man-

ner somewhat similar to those employed in
printing continunous sheets of wall-paper may
be used to the best advantage for printing the
prepared burlap. | . . __

If desired, a body color may be imparted to
the fabric by dyeing the same as a prepara-
tory step, the brushing, shearing, pressing,

| and printing being subsequent operations.

After the colors and patterns have been im-
parted to. the fabrie, and the Iatter has been
thoroughly dried, it will be ready for use as a
substitute for carpets. | |

In some cases I propose to. submit the fab--

Tic, after it has been printed, to the action of

steam, 8o as to more securely fix the coloring-
matter. T | |
The fibers of burlap are of such a character

as to quickly and thoroughly absorb and re-

tain the coloring-matter, which may be made

to penetrate entirely through the fabric; hence

the Importance of my invention, which is a
floor-covering, not with A mere surface-print-
ing, but having patterns the colors of which
have penetrated into or entirely through the
fabrie, so that on the latter béing worn the

pattern will remain as prominent as when ﬁ'rSt_

printed. o
~ As to durability, I have found by- careful
experiments that my improved floor-covering
will last quite as long as ordinary carpets,
while the cost of the latter is more than twice
as much as that of the former. -

I claim as my invention and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent as a new manufac-

ture— -

- Burlap treated and printed, or otherwise
colored, substantially in the manner and for
the purpose herein desecribed. |

~In testimony whereof I have signed m y name

“to this specification in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses. |
. _ - JAS., H. SPENCER.
- Witnesses : '

HENRY HOWSON,
JOAN WHITE.
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