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UNITED STA’I‘ES PATEI\TT OFFICE

E. B. NOURSE, OF EATON, OHIO.

- ALPHABET-FRAME.

L

- Specification forming part of Lettérs Patent No. 58,463,*(1&133{]' October 2, 1866,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, E. B. NOﬁR&E of Edtou
in the county of Preble and State of Ohlo have

made a new and useful Improved Alphabet-
IFrame; and I do hereby declare the following

to be a full, clear, and exact description of

- the nature, constructmn and operation of the
- ‘same, sufﬁuent to enable one skilled in the

art to which it appertains to constroct and

use the Sa,me referen ce bel ng ha d to the *1(3(3011’1-

1151115 ing drmﬂngs, in which—

]'jlo*ure 1 is a view of the side plesented to
Fig. 2 is a view of the reverse

or side presented to the spectators. Ifig. 3 is
a partial section and partial edge view, the

sectional portion being on the line « b I‘1g. 1.

The instrument consists of a frame having

~two faces, one to be presented to the operator
and the othel to the reader, and having a se-

ries of compartments,one appropriated to each

~letter and numeral, say thirty-six in number;

the letter or Lharacter in each eompfu‘tmeut

- on the side prr_,seuted to the reader, being cov-

~ered with a spring-shutter, whmh is thrown

- back by the finger of the operator, who touches
the pad on the Other side of the :trame.

This frame is intended to be held in one hand

of the operator and manipulated by the other,

or be set upon a tripod, or stand, or table, as a
means of com municatin g with de_af mutes, or

~ for the use of schools or families, or to be

placed 1n a partition-wall, as a 1118.,-:1113 of com-
municating between adycent apartments, or
by longer COI]IILCthle w1t11 pla,(,es more dis-
tant.

distance at which the ch'u“wter% are mtended
to be 1eg1ble.; e

Other uses may occur and w ill sug ﬂest them-_
'~ gelves to the intelligent expert.
- Thesizeof the mstrumenl; will depend upon.

its special purpose and application, and .the |-

u

Tn the dmmnn‘s, A represents the framo,

whose front and rear faces are correspondingly

divided into a number of compartments, b b/,
each compartment on the face side being ap-
propriated to a particalar letter which except
as uncovered by the means to be descmbed is
covered by its hinged shutter e. |
At the rear side of the frame A are compa,rt |
ments, cor respondmfr to those on the face,
aund- each is occupied by a pad or valve, d ;

.whu,h 18 attached to the shutter ¢, on the Oppo-_

site face, by means of a link, e. A spring, g,

underneath tlle pad (:? tends to pTress_ the I’ltter

outward.,

The operation is as follows* - . | _-
The frame being in its appr 01)1‘1ate 1)051131011
with the rear toward the operator, and the o
face side outward, the deaf mutes or children,
for instance, the teacher presses upon the .
valves d in such consecutive order as corre-
sponds to the letters of the sentence or word

to be communicated. As the teacher’s finger

presses upon the valve, the link, lever, or hook

thrusts the shutter open, and on the remoml
of the pressure the bpl‘lllﬂ elevates the. pad
and draws to the shutter.

Each pad is lettered on the outsi de, and
pressure thereon reveals 2 correspondmo let-
ter on the other side.

- Having described my 111\*(3111:101:1 what 1
claim therein as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The frame constructed as descrlbed hzwmn*
spring-pads connected by link, or eqmvalent
to shutters covering letters, 3,11(1 operating sub-
stantmlly as descrll)ed aud represented. |

E B NOURSE

Wltnesse*%' -
B. F. LARSH
J ARVIS N. LM{L
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