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_-_To all whom it may concern: “
~ Be it known that I, JAMES E. ’\'IGLDTH of
the city of New Orlems, parish of Orleans, and
State of Lounisiana, have invented certaln new
and useful Improvements in Gun-Lo¢ks ; and
Ido hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
making a part of this specification, in which—
Ifigure 1 is a view of the lock with the ham-
mer down and theordinary oruncocking trigger
thrown forward into a horizontal position and
intothe noteh in the back of the cocking-tiigger.
Fig. 2 shows the uncocking-trigger 1 released
from the said notch,and theposmou of the sev-
eral parts of the lock immediately on the piece
being full cocked. Iig. 3 is the same as I1g. 2,
with the cocking - trigger thrown forward in
order to make room for the finger to be pla(.,ed

on the uncocking - trigger, for the purpose of |
I‘ln 4 shows the posi-

springing the hammer.
tion of the several parts of the lock when the
‘hammer 13 sprung.

- The same letters refer to like partsin all the
ficures.

“Numerons cases ‘of serious accidents having

~come under my observation while an ofiicer 1n |

the army during the late war, occasioned by
‘the hammers of. the pieces commﬂ suddenly in

contact with anythin 0-—-nmbkets falling from

the stacks, &c.—convineed me of the 111131111;;5r
and merit of an arin 8o constructed as to ef-

fectunally preclude. the possibility of an aeci-

dental discharge. Toaccomplish this purpose,
therefore, is fhe, object of my invention.

The nature of my invention consists in, first,
so forming or fastening the several parts of
the lock that the hammer can be contained
wholly within the stock of the piece. Xor this
puarpose the pwot -hole or center upon which
the bammer turns is brought nearly to the bot-
tom part of the lock, so as to leave su
room above for the upper part of the hammer
to work the distance required without having

to make the stock of the piece near the lock |
‘on the back of B, against the downward press-

ure of the sear- sprmﬂ I, acting on the project-

Jarge and clumsy in order to contain it. To
ﬂllS end the lower partof the back side of the
hammer is curved, as shown in the drawings,
while the upper part of the cocking trigger or
lever is also eurved, as shown in the dmwm gs,

and made to fit and work into the said curve

“curved cocking-tri
“cle, or more, lf necessm y, |
| claimed, cannot be done b\ any other forma-
tion; seconﬂ Dby having the hammer thus con- |

ficient

o1 thelower part 01 thehammer. Ly thig means . .
‘the pivots upon which the hammer and the
cocking-trigger move can be brought as close
toﬂether as may be required, and 11111(:11 closer
than can be accomplished by any other than
this curved formation, and, at the same time,

the hammer, by this curved formation, can be

caused to move by a slight 11]0\’611161113 of the
goer full} a quarter of a cir-
and which, 1t 1S

Cealed WIthm the StOGL_ a clear and unob-

_Structed sight is obtained; third, in so form-
g the or (1111.-.11"3r or uneoclmw tmgger that 1t
ﬁca,u be pressed forward into a horizontal po-
“sition when the hammer is down and against
‘the -back part of the cocking-trigger, and se- _

curely held in that position durmp‘ pleasure,
thus locking the whole piece and effectually

preventing 113 from being cocked from a half-

cock, or half-cocked when the hammerisdown,
and thereby dispensing with the necessity of

“a guard.

The opel"atlon of my In vention is as follows::

| In the drawings, A 1s the hammer, B is the le-

ver or cocking-trigger, C is the sear, D 1s the
ordinary or second trigger, Ii 1s the main-

spring, I¢ is the sear- -Spring, and P is the lock-

plate.

- By action of the fin oer on pullmn the lever

or cocking-trigger, which is just forward ot the

ordinary t1*1 ger, the hammer is brought up
and cocked or half- cocked, and then bv pull-
ing the 01"(1111&1‘3? or second trigger the lock is

sprung.

The first 01"* cockmn trigger is snnp] y for the
purpose of raising the I AN mer.

On pressing the trigger D into a horizontal
position, when the piece is uncocked or at half-
cock, the end d is caught in the notech £, in B,
and retained in that posmon by the sprmo ?f, .

ing points p and o, on C and D. The notch 4
18 of sufficient size, so that any pressure on the

end d and spring k other than a deliberate and
“intentional one, by the party holdmﬂ the plece,_

‘When this
‘is accomplished 113 is of no further service, un-
less it is desired to let the hammer down easy, o
‘when a finger on each trigger is required.
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will cause the end d to recede farther up into | the upper end of the cocking-trigger B, as

the body of the lock from sueh pressure,
whether sudden or otherwise. And when such
pressure is withdrawn the spring & will have

resumed 1ts position, and prevent the end d

from being released from the noteh /.

As before stated, the trigger I is beld in a
Ihorizontal position by the spring & against the
downward pressure of the sear-spring 1If; bat
the instant that there 1s any pressure on the
front part of the trigger B the end d slides up
into the noteh 2, and satd notch presses against
the end d, and directly against the pwot 1, ON
which the trigeer D 18 hung., Ifor this pur-
pose the trig gel B 1s allowed sutficient space
~in whieh to move, and no more. - By pressing
- the spring & Wit.h the thumb-nail, and at the
same time permitting the end d to pass down,
the trigger D 1s released from the notch £, and
is thrown 1into a perpendicular position by
means of the downward pressure of the pro-
jecting point p, on the tail-end of the scar C,
on the projecting point 0, on the or dinary tlm-

ger D.

- The cocking-trigeer B and sear C are fitted
together at the common pivot I, upon which
they move, so that the whole thickness of each
piece is preserved at all parts thereof e\cept
where they are so fitted, and by such f

each part is a cheek upon the.other, in not per-
mitting any greater movement than 1s required.

The curve @ d, on the hammer A, 1s for the
purpose of allowing the curved end ¢ of the
~mainspring It to work into if, so as to permit

the end of satd mainspring to work clear of

itting

shown in Ifigs. 2 and 3; and ‘LL’:-:O, by such
curved 101'*111%1011 @aand’ ¢, the mainspring If

throws the lnmmer the distance required, and
without having to be depressed by the hammer

SO much as would be required were it not for
sald carved formation. The main and sear
springs can be combined in one spring, 1f de-

sired.

What I claim as new and of my own mnven-
tion, and desire to secure by Lettels Patent
of the United States, is

1. The cocking trl goer B, formed with the-
curve 0, in combmfltlon with the hammer A,
formed Wlth the curve a, substantially in tlle
mmmer and for the 1’.)111"1)0888 herein described.

. The noteh & and spring £, on B, with the
prowctm point o, on D, and the pmjectm o
point p, on U, substantially in the manner and

| f01" the pur poses herein described.

3. The combination of the noteh 7, spring £,
projecting points o and p, sear C, sear- Spring
Iy trigger D, and trigger B, subst’mtmllv mn
the 111&111101* and 101‘ the purposes herein de-
scribed.,

4. The combination of B and C, substan-
tially in the manner and for the purposes
herein deseribed.

o. The combination of the several parts, A,
B, C, and D, substantially in the manner and
for the pur poses lherein described. |

JAMES 5. McBETH.

Witnesses: |

GLo. GRINDLEY,
REES. W, ToouAs.
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