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To all whom @t mmj conecerns - ..

‘Be it known that I, THOMAS WHITTEMORD
of Cambridgeport, in the county of MlddleSt,x
and State of Massaohmetts have invented an

Improved Railway - Chair, Whlch I term the

“Griping- Chair,” from the fact that when in

~ use it gripes. a,nd holds firmly the rail or rails;

and I do hereby declare the same to be fully (1L-

‘seribed in the following Speuﬁca,tlon, and rep-
- resented in the &LuO[ﬂ]_):LIl}’]Il”‘ (1rcmwmgs, of
~ which—

Figure 1 is a top VIBW, and ]3‘10* 2 a trans-

~ verse section, of the said chair as applied to

" two rails at their junction or abutting ends.
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~ The said chair is composed of two wedged

. Jaws and a wedge-socketed base-plate, and 13

o designed specially for supportm g bwo rails aJt
~ their abutting ends.

In the drawmws, Aand B are pmtwn% of
two rails of a railway, they being arranged
end to end, as they are in a tmck They ex-

 tend into the two jaws C O, each of which is
formed to go both. uuderneath and over the
next adjacent base-lange a a of the two rails.

Each jaw hase a wedge or trapezoidal qh.f.mped-

extension, D, projecting down.from it and in-

- toa correSpondmgly shaped. recess or socket,
- E,madein the base-plate I in manner as repre- |
| Sented Both the jaws and the base-plate have
" holes made down through them for reception
~of spikes G G G G, for securing the chair to
@ sleepel or other proper part of the road- bed |

The advantaﬂe of this chair is that when
the spikes are d1 iven so as to force the wedged

| jaws downward, these jaws, by means of the

wedges and the t1 apezoidal socket of the base-
plate, will be crowded inward toward the rails,
so as to grasp or gripe them firmly; so, while

: | the wheel of a carriage may be running over
those parts of the bearing-surfaces of the rails’

which are above the chair, it “will force the
rails downward upon the jaws, so as to cause

such jaws, through the action of their wedges, '
10 be. dmwn towether aud closely 11901:1 the o
‘rails.

"By so holding the rails firmly at their junc-

ture, they will be prevented from being worn
or broken down- there, as they are apt to be

when supported by the ordmary chcm with

| stationary lips.

- My improved chair saves all the neceqsﬁy
of ¢fishing?” the rails at th630111ts |
1 daam-— |
The combination and mlra']gement of the _.
two wedged jaws O C and the wedge-socketed

base- p]ate I*, construected, alranged and ap-

plied tonether substantially as and so as to
Opemte as Speelﬁed L --
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