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To all whom it may concern: |
Be 1t known that I, WirLiaM P. SMITH, of
Louisville, Jefferson county, Kentucky, have
invented a certain new and useful Folding-
Lantern; and I do hereby declare the follow-
Ing to be a-full, clear, and exact description
thereotf, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, making part of this specification.
My invention relates to a lantern which ean
be folded up and carried in a person’s valise
or pocket when not in use, it being so arranged
as to contain an ordinary candle, a candle-
holder, and a supply of matches, when in its
closed condition, and so that it can be opened
and converted into a serviceable lantern in a

few minutes,.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
perspective view of my folding lantern, it be-
1ng represented entirely opened, so as to ex-
hibit the manner of construction. Tig. 2 is a
perspective view of the samein a condition for
use, and Fig. 3 shows the lantern closed, so as
to enable 1t to be carried in a person’s pocket.

A represents the main frame, which may be
of stout wire. To this frame the duplex con-
vex top B B/, front D, back E B/, sides I (3,
and wing-pieces H H’ are all hinged, the bot-

tom O being counected to the back B I¥ by

means of the hinge c.

The top of the lantern is composed of two
convex parts, b B/, which are provided with
segmental end pieces, b O’ 1* b, these two con-
vex parts being held together by the clasp or

- cateh I, which is hinged to the part B, and en-

gages with the slot 4 of the other convex part
B’, when the lantern is ready for use; but in
its closed condition this catch engages over
the frame A, as clearly shown in Fig. 3.

The upper edge of the convex part, B/, has
secured to it, by a customary wire joint, the
lower.member, J/, of the handle J, the two be-
ing linked together at j, and the central por-
tion of the member J/ is formed into a staple,
J'y which, when the member Jis raised to a
vertical position, passes through the slot i’ of

~the convex part B, and rests upon the top of

sald part, thus assisting the clasp I in holding
the two members B B’ of the top together.
The front D and one side, G, are provided
with transparent medinms d and ¢, which may
be made of glass, mica, or other suitable ma-

re—

| terial, while the back E I/ and the remaining

side I are employed as reflectors, the side I
also serving as the bottom of the lantern when
closed, the same as represented in Fig. 3.

The back is composed of two parts, B T,
which are connected together by the hinge e,
and to the frame A by the hinge ¢/, the pro-
vision of the hinge e enabling the back and
the bottom € to be folded into the most com-
pact form. | -

The bottom C is provided with three up-
wardly-projecting flanges, ¢/ ¢® ¢® which retain
the front D and the two sides T and G se-
curely 1 position, and said bottom has at-
tached to it a rod, K, terminating in a hook,
k, which enables the candle-holder L to assume
either the vertical position shown in TFigs. 1
and 2, or the horizontal one, as. indicated by
red lines In Ifig. 1,1t being placed in the latter
position when it 1s desired to close up the lan-
tern. | | |

The holder L is provided with an aperture,
which enables it to traverse the rod K, and the

hook % prevents 1t from being disconnected

from sald rod, and also enables it to be turned
over on its side, the holder L having a double
bottom, within which the rod passes. |

M 1s a pocket for containing an extra piece

~of candle, and N is a match-safe, both being

attached to the botfom C. _

P is a staple on the bottom of the front D,
and sald staple passes through the aperture p
of the bottom C, and is held in position by the
hook R. | |

~ The lantern being in the opened condition,
as shown in Fig. 1, and it being desired to
close it up, so as to produce the compact form
shown in Ifig. 3, the candle-holder L is first.
turned over to the horizontal position indicated
by the dotted red lines of Fig. 1, after which
the bottom C 1s folded up, so that the hinge ¢
bears against the wing-piece H, and the flange
¢’ against the wing H’, thus bringing the parts
L M N in the space under the convex top of
the lantern, and leaving the back B I/ on the
outside of said bottom.

One of the sides, G, the front D, and the
other side, If, are, respectively, folded up
against the exterior of the bottom C and back
I I/, and the handle J J’ being turned in un.
der the convex top piece B, said piece is cov.
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eredl by the other convex piece, B, and the
clasp 1, being engaged over the frame A, and
the suflc, I, which now forms the bottom of the

Jantern, 11: 18 at once secured in its compact
form.

To open the lantern and restore it to a shape
fit for use, as shown in Fig. 2, it is only neces-
sary toreversethis operation,restore the holder
L to 1ts vertical position, engage the clasp L
with slot ¢, and then Pass the hook R through
the staple p, which is the work of a few mo-
ments.

I claim herein as new and of my invention—

1. The two convex top pieces, B B, con-
structed, arranged, and opera,tmg as and for
the purpose set forth |

2. In combination with the top pieces, B B,
the handle consisting of the partsdJ J j 7, when
constructed and operating as and for the pur-
pose herein explained.

3. In combination with the elements of the
first claim, the clasp I, for preserving the shape
of the lantern, either in its opened or closed
condition, as descrlbed

4. A foldmg tantern having 611@ side made -

of two distinet pieces, Il ', connected together
by the hinge e, subst‘mtlally as specified.
5. The shlftable candle-holder L, in eombi-

| nation with the rod K K, when constructed,

arranged, and operating substantially as speci-
fied.,

In testimony of which invention I hereunto
set my hand.

WM. P. SMITH.

Witnesses ¢
GEo. H. KNIGHT,
GEO. W. FORBES.
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