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~in Skates; and I do hereby declare that the

the means ordinarily employed for that pur-
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slot a, and formed upon the rearmost end of
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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 57,597, dated Aungust 28, 1866.

To all whom it may concern : '- |

Be it know that I, WiLLiAM A. SUTTON, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
1nvented certain new and useful Improvements

tfollowing is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan or top view of a skate
constructed according to my invention. Fig.
2 18 a side view of the same.
~ Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both figures.

This invention consists in a novel construe-
tion of a skate, whereby it may be much more
conveniently, quickly, and securely attached
to the heel of the boot or shoe than by any of

pose, and whereby the skate may be readily
adjusted to fit heels of any size or shape with-
out requiring any permanent fixture upon the
same; and furthermore, whereby the skate
may be manufactured at a very moderate cost.

To enable others to understand the con-
struction and operation of my invention, I will
proceed to describe it with reference to the
drawings. o

A 1s the runner of the skate, and B the sole
which supports the forward portion of the foot,

edge of the runner by any ordinary or suit-
able means. O represents the plate which
supports the heel of the skater, and which is
attached to the upper edge or side of the run-
ner, at the rearmost end thereof, in the same
manner that the sole B is secured upon the i
forward part of the same. Formed in each
side of this heel-plate C, at the central and
forward portion thereof, is a longitudinal
slot, «. '

D represents two sliding bars, one to each

each of these bars D is a downwardly-project-
ing stud, ¢, as shown more clearly in Fig. 2,
these studs fitting snugly into theslotsa. In
front of each of these studs ¢is a broad-headed
screw, d, which passes up through the slot «,
and 1s secured into the bar D in such manner
that by loosening the said screw the bar D

may be moved longitadinally over its slot « to

——

| any desired point, and retained in such posi-

tion by tightening the said screw,

The forward end of each bar D is turned up-
ward at right angles to its main length, and
has formed upon its upper extremity a sharp
rearwardly-projecting spur, e, these spurs e
being designed to hold in the front edge of
the heel of the boot or shoe when the skate is
applied thereto, as will be presently set forth.

L 1s a horizontally-swinging bar, which is
placed upon the upper side of the heel-plate C,
and which has its inner end pivoted near the
center of the said heel-plate by means of a
vertical pivot, <. The free or rearmost end of
this pivoted bar E is bent upward, as shown
at f'in Kig. 2, and at the upper extremity of
this upwardly-projecting portion 7 is a sharp
forwardly-projecting spur, m, which is forced
into the rearmost edge of the heel when the
skate is applied to the boot or shoe.

Forimed on the rearmost side of the portion

J of the bar Eisarearwardly-projecting thumb-

piece or handle, n, by means of which the bar
E 1s swung or turned around its pivot ¢ when
desired. - - :
r 18 a strong lip formed on the under side of
the free end of the bar E, and projecting for-
ward underneath the rear edge of the heel-
plate C, as shown in Fig. 2, in such manner as
to prevent the bar II from being foreed up-
wardountofits place. sisasmallscrew situated
longitudinally in the free end of the bar I in
such a way that its inner end may be screwed
up tightly into small notehes formed in the
rear edge of the heel-plate C, so as to prevent
the bar E from moving laterally out of its
place when the skate is applied to the boot or
shoe. ~
The spurs e being adjusted and secured at
proper points upon the heel-plate O, reference
being had to the size of the heel of the boot or
shoe, by means of the screws d, as hereinbe-
fore fully set forth, the bar E is swung aside
into a position nearly or quite at right angles
to that shown in Fig. 1, and the skate is then
applied to the foot, the front portion of the foot
resting upon the sole B, while the heel is
placed -upon the heel-plate C. The spurs e
are then placed into the front or forward edge
of the heel of the boot or shoe, and the bar E
is forced back to the position shown in Fig.1,




2 o ' 57,597

whereupon the spur s bites into the rearmost |

side or edge of the heel, so that the said heel
is firmly and securely held between the spurs
¢ in front and the spur m behind, any lateral
movement of the bar E while the skateisthus
applied to the front being prevented by screw-
ing the inner end of thescrew s tightly against
the notched rear end or edge of the heel-plate
C, as hereinbefore explained. The forward
part of the foot is secured to the sole B by
means of a strap, or by any other usual or
suitable means. - '

By this construction of the skate it may not
~only be manufactured at a comparatively
small cost,and be readily adjusted to the heels

of different sizes of boots and shoes, and be |

secured thereto without danger of lateral or
other displacement, but-it may also be very

easily attached thereto without involving the

necessity of sitting down.

"~ What I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

The clamping-bar E, furnished with an in-
wardly-projecting spur, m, when pi voted ator
near the center of the heel-plate C, in combi-
nation with the adjustable bars D, farnished

| with spurs e, substantially as described.

WM. A. S_UTTON.
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