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- downto the surface of the other block, B. A% | _ & _
~ the surface of’ this block has been previously | tering the said block,. . -

- mad{—}*p'erfectlyf;let_r'elf;':b'y-_ planing or other like | ‘What I claim as my it'wentli'on, a,nd deslre to o

UNITED STaTES

- GEORGE WASHINGION BACON,

~ IMPROVEMENT IN CONSTRUCTING BLOCKS OR PLATES FOR PRINTING MAPS,

(OF LONDON, GREAT BRITAIN.

~ Specifioation forming part of Letters Patent No. 5%,056, dated August 7, 1866,

To all whow it may concern:
__Be it known that I, GEORGE WASHINGTON

- BAcon, of Paternoster Row, in the city of Lon- |

don, Kingdom of Great Britain, have invented |
- anew and Improved Method of : Construecti ng

Plates or Blocks for Printing Maps and other
1llustrations; and I .do hereby declare that the

following is a full, clear, and exact description |

thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
- nying sheet of ‘drawin gs, and. the figures and

- letters .Of._réfgrgnée.-m:;crked'thereml; T
- Figure 1 represents the face of a plate or
- block. Fig. 21is a section of the same.

~each of the figures. e
My invention consists in a peculiar method
- of constructing the plates or blocks employed
~ for printing maps, plans, and other similar de-

- Like letters refer to cd_l‘:reSpmidi_ngz_.pﬁ_arltsfffiu

~lineations, whereby the lettering (which has |

- hitherto been a very- difficult and expensive.
item in the _preparation of relief plates or
blocks) can be produced in a simple, cheap,

_and expeditious mapner.
- In carrying my invention into Ppractice, 1-
~ take a thin block or sheet of box-wood, A, hav-
- ing a uniform thickness of about one-eighth
- of. an inch throughout its entire  substance.
-~ This Dblock or sheet'is moun ted npon another

~ block, B, of mahogauy or other suitably-hard |

- blocks A and B being accurately and sm oothly

~planed and well fitted together. -~ .
~ The coast-lines, rivers, and other line-work

~ of the.map or plan are engraved in the ordi-

- material, the contiguous surfaces of the two |

~hary manner upon the surface of the block or |

- sheet A. The intervening blank portions of

- means, the portions of the said surface left

PATENT OFFICE.

| cement. These names are first set up intype - .
‘in the usual manner, and electrotyped copies . -
are taken therefrom. Any required number
of the said names can be set up together and
‘electrotyped in one operation.: They areafter-: =
~ward properly separated from each other for. -

1insertion into'the_reqllired-pos'iticms"~0:_11 theen- . = .

graved block. The upper and lower surfaces B

| ot these electrotypes must be made accurately
barallel with each other and of the same thick-

| ness as the Dblock or sheet A, so that the sur-

| face of the letters shall correspond ‘exactly = -
| with the engraved surface of the said block .- =
and the engraved lines and the lettering shall - -

| form one level surface. .
- The block, after being lettered, may be -
| printed from direct, or an electrotype copy may -
be taken of the whole surface, thus forminga
homogeneous block or plate, which is a du- =~
| plicate of the engraved block, with the names
and other letters and figuresin the correct po-
| sitions. - When the latter method isemployed -
| the electrotyped plate is mounted upon wood

‘ready for use.

- Instead of box-wood the block orsheet A,
‘mmay be made of soft metal- mounted upon the

block B in any convenient manner. -

‘tlon of the letters, as above described.

‘In the manner as before described, and is then S

- The surface of the metal block may be en- -
graved and the spaces cut away for the inser- -

~ The block A may ‘be formed of one :PiBGB,OI'f" SR

| @ny number of pieces properly put together

and . evenly mounted .upon the block B, care =~
‘being taken in all cases to insure the upper or .
Lhe Ve ~of \-engraved surface of the block or plate A be-
- the said block or sheet are then cut away | '

secure by Letters Patent, is—

-exposed by cutting uway the parts of the block
- Awillpresentan even surface, parallel throngh-
~out with the upper or engraved surface of the

~__The letters forming the names and otherin-

- dications are placed upon the exposed surface ',

- of the block B and are fixed in the required |
_' pos_itions _ther_eqn with glue or ‘other Suitable -

1+ The combination of the block or sheet A,

 having an engraved surface, with the electro- .
| type-letters mounted upon the block B in the - o
| manner substantially as described.. = = P
i GHEORGE WASHINGTON BACON., -

- Witnesses:

- THomas HANNIS, -
 WILLiAM ROBERT LAKE, =

|- 1ng properly leveled to correspond with the )
‘height of the electrotyped n ames used for let-
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