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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ELI ODELL, OF WINTERSET, IOWA.

" IMPROVEMENT IN FENCES.

Speciﬁ_cation forming part of Letters Patent No. 56,988, dated August 7’, 1866.

To all whom 1t may CONCErn :
Be it known that I, ELI ODELL, of Winter-

set, in the county of Madison and State of |

Iowz‘m have invented a new and useful ma-
chme-—-—to wit, an Improved Portable Board or
Picket I‘ence and 1 do hereby declare that

~the followmg is a full, clear, and exact de-

scription of the constmctwn of the same, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
and the letters of reference marked thereon,

- making a part of this spemﬁc&twn in Wthh—-—-—-

Figure 1 is'a perspective view. Ifig.2 isan
elevatlon showing the mode of constructing
and loekmg the panels. Hig.3isa tmnsvelse
section, showing the transverse brace and sup-
porter. Kig. 418 a longitudinal section, show-

- 1ng the lock, brace, and supporter-for the COT-

ners. [ig. 5 is an elevation, showing the man-
ner of con stl ucting picket- fences aud securing

the pickets.
The nature of mv invention consists in the

‘manner of constluctmn* the panels so that

while the posts or cleats are always perpen-
dicular the rails or boards may be adjusted
at any angle with said posts or cleats, so as to
adaptit to the inequalities of surface, zmd also
the manner of locking together, supportm
and transversely bmcmﬂ* the fence, and a,lso
the manner of bracing the same lon gitudin ally,
and also the manner of securing pickets.

- I construct a panel of board fence by secﬂur-'.'
Ing a suitable number of boards, T T T, be-

tween cleats Q Q Q by bolts or othermse as
shown by Fig. 2, so as to admit of a chauge of

position by elevatwn or depression of the.

panel at one end without disturbing the per-
pendicular position of the cleats. -
The ends of the boards forming a panel are

cut in the form shown in Fig. 2 at M N, form-

ing hooks which 1111:61?100]1 and couple the
pauels together.,

1 construct a transverse brace and sup-

porter for said fence by securing together, by
bolts or otherwise, the lon o transverse braces
H I, as shown in Fig. 3, and the collar-beam
H, and attaching to the braces II I the short

| bmces F F, and attachmg to the short braces

'K the S]_JU.I' posts G @, as shown in Fig. 3,
in such a manner that the weight of the fence,

| supporter, causes it to seemely lock and hold

as well as brace and support the fence.

1 construct a longitudinal brace to support
the fence 1n its proper position, by securing to
the top of the middle cleat in the panel a brace

‘which rests on the ground at the end of the

panel, as shown at 1 in Fig. 2. -

I constx uct panels for a corner by taEEOllI‘ll]ﬂ‘ |
boards together, substantially as herembetore
described, but with the end of one board pro-
longed, as shown at J in Fig. 4, to which a
long transverse brace E is secured in manner
substantially the same as when secured by a
collar-beam, as hereinbefore shown, to which
long transverse brace the short brace K and
the spur-post GG are attached in the same man-
ner as in the transverse brace and supporter

| hereinbefore described, (shown in Ifig. 3;) and
for the purpose of lockmﬂ' the panels at the

corner the boards are uotched as shown at
RR R and S S S in Fig. 4, forminﬂ hooks
which interlock and conple the panelq to-
gether.

The transverse brace and bllp}_)OI‘tBl may
also be constructed by substituting for the
short braces F' I and spur-posts G- G, as shown
in Fig. 3, the short braces K K, which are
notched, fts shown at Z, which smd brace rests
on the top of the bottom board of the panel
and secures it in pl&ce and plevents 1t from
being raised. |

1 consbruct a picket-fence in substautlally

the same manner as a board fence, by driving

into the boards X X in Fig. 5 pieces of wire

at the place where each picket is to be at-

tached, as shown at W 'W.

The pickets are prepared with a hole in
each end, as shown at P P, to go on the wires
at W W,

The pickets, being plmced upon the wiresin
the proper manner, are secured by the bars
U U, which are fastened with screws or other-
wise.

- What 1 clalm as my 1nvent10n 18—

1. Pivoting the rails T or bars U to the
cleats @ or pickets P in such a manner as to
adapt the panels to the irregularities of the
ground, as described, in combination with the
notches M N, for lockmg the p&nels together?

when placed upon said transverse brace and | as specitied.
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2. The hooks M N, for coupling the panels,
1n combination with the self-sustaining brace-
posts and pivoted rails, made and operating
as described.

5. The transverse brace and supporter, con-
sisting of the long braces E E, the collar-
beam H, the short braces I' I, and the spur-
posts G (&, or their equivalents, as described.

4. The manner of locking and securing the
corners, as shownat R R R and S S 8, in con-
| nection with prolonging the boards to supply

the want of a collar-beam, as shown at J.

Attest:
- W. H. LEWIS,
JOHN McCLEOD.

BELL ODELL.
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