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IMPROVEMENT IN SKATES.

Snecification fm‘ming part ot Letters Patent No. 56,369, dated July 17, 18G6.

To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, E. G. CHORMANN, of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented
certain Improvements in Skates; and I do
hereby declare the following to beafull, clear,
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawin gs, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

My invention consists of a skate constructed
in the peculiar mannerfully described hereinaf-

ter, so that it can be extended or contracted at

pleasure, and readily adjusted to boots or
shoes of different sizes, my said invention be-
ing as applicable to parlor-skates as to those
used on the ice. . |

In order to enable others to make and use
my invention, I will now proceed to describe
1ts construction and operation. .

On reference to the accompanying dra-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
FFigures 1 and 2 are sectional views of my im-
proved skate; Fig. 3, a plan view of Iig. 1,
and Kig. 4 a view illustrating the adaptability

- of myinvention to parlor-skates.

A 18 a metal plate, the rear end of which is
formed into a narrow flexible tongue, @, and
to the front end is secured a cap, b, which is
S0 constructed as to form a spring-socket for
the reception of the toe of a boot or shoe.

The end of the tongue « is bent to thespiral
form shown in the drawings, and is secured to
a hollow block, ¢, which is arranged to slide
In a recess in a plate, A’. In this plate A/
turns a screw-spindle, B, which extends into
the interior of the sliding block ¢, the position
of the latter being controlled by the screw-
threads of the said spindle. At the rear end
of the plate is a curved flange, a/, adapted to
the lieel of a boot or shoe, and from the inside
of this flange projécts a pin, e

To the plates A and A’ are secured blades

or runners U and C/, of the form substantially |

as shown in the drawings.

The toe of the boot or shoe to which the

skate is to be secured is introdnced into the
socket b and the heel is bronght against the
plate A’. The thumb-screw B is then turned
S0 as to carry back the sliding block ¢ until
the heel of the boot is brought close against
the flange «’, the pin ¢ penetrating the heel

and preventing the latter from rising from con
fact with the plate A’.

In skates of the ordinary construction the
foot is confined to a rigid plate, beneath and
throughout the entire length of which extends
a single runner.

The ordinary rigid skates tend to restrict
the free movement of the foot and to 1mpede
the free circulation of blood, the foot frequent-
ly becoming paralyzed to such an extent as to
greatly intertere with the movements of the
skater and to demand the removal of the
skate. |

In the ordinary skates, also, the length of
the ranner cannot be altered, so that a skate
sultable for one person cannot be used by an-
other having a foot of a different size.

Practical experinents have shown there is
1o necessity for making the runner in one con-
tinnous piece, inasmuch as during all theevo-
lutions of the skater therununer bears on the ice
cithernear itsfrontoritsrearend. By forming
the runner in two sections, therefore, one be-
neath the heel and the other below the ball
of the foot, and connecting the two by a flexi-
ble plate, as above described, the bearing-
points necessary to execute any desired evo-
lations are obtained, while the free movement
of the foot is not interfered with.

By making the runner in two seections the
latter may be so adjusted in respect to each
other thatone skate may be used equally well
by persons having feet of different sizes, the
bearing-points of the runnerin all cases bein )
directly Deneath the ball and heel of the foot.

The mode of constructing the skate also ad-
mits of the latter being secured to the foot by
the simple device above described, the usual
complicated and troublesome straps and other
securing appliances beingthus dispensed with.

The upper portion and opposite sides of the
socket b are made elastic, so as to readily yield
and- adapt themselves to differently-formed
toes of boots and shoes. The opposite curved
sides of the heel flange or socket a/ are also
made elastic for the same purpose.

The adaptability of my improvement to par-
lor-skates will be readily understood by refer-
ence to Ifig. 4 without explanation.

| It will also be seen that the socket b and




0o ' 56,369

adjustable socket ¢/ may be used w1th %kates | other, the whole being constructed and ar-

~ of the ordinary construction.
- I do not desire to claim, broadly, ) ska,te

- having two runners connected by a ﬂemble

tonﬂue but
1 claam as my invention and desn'e to se- |
- cure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination of the plate A an(l 1ts
runner C, the plate A’ and its runner (/, and
' the screw B, and sliding block ¢, or equw&
lent device, wheleby the runners may be ad-
justed at any required distance from each

| mnn'ed substantially as described. |
‘? The combination, substantially as illus-

trated in IFig. 4, of the adjustable plates A A’
| with the 101161b for the purpose described.

- Intestimony whereof I have signed my name

to this spemﬁcatwn in the presence of two sub-
SGl]lef“ witnesses,
R G OHORMANN.'
- Witnesses: | :
- CHARLES H. FOSTER,
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