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- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN B. LOGAN, OF THORNTOWN, INDIANA.

IMPROVED LOCK FOR MAIL-BAGS AND CARPET-SACKS.

Speciﬁcatibn forming part of Letters P&tént No. 56,069, dated J u_lj 3, 1866.

- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN B. LOGAN, of

Thorntown, in the county of Boone and State

of Indiana, have invented a new and Improved
Lock for Mail-Bags, Carpet-Sacks, &e.; and 1

~ do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which will-

enable others skilled in the art to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a top view of a maﬂ-bﬁg with
the two halves of the frame or jaws thrown
- open to show the application of my invention.

Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section of the
same with the jaws closed. Iig. 3 1s a view
in detail of one of the catch-bolts. |

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts. | .

My invention consists in the peculiar ar-
rangement of Dbolts and catches, whereby a
rapid opening and closing of the bag or sack
is insured, which, when locked, will be secure

-~ and reliable.

To enable others to understand my inven-

- tion, I will proceed to describe it.

A A’ represent the frame of the sack or the

* two jaws thereof. This frame A may be made

of any suitable material—wood or metal.

B C D are three slide-bolts connected to a
sliding bar, E. The slide-bolts B C D are
placed nearest the top of the frame, and are
held up against the top of the frame by the
sliding bar E, and down in place by rods a,
having one end secured in the jaw A and the
other in a strip, b, which is secured to a part,
¢, of the wood-work, as shown clearly in Iig.
1; or a thin plate of metal may be employed
for the same purpose. .

The sliding bar E has slots d d d cut in 1ts

face, into which stops e e ¢, secured to the slid-

ing bolts B C D, extend. This arrangement
enables all three bolts, B C D, to move inde-

pendently of each other and independently ot

the bar E, but so that the whole of them must
be carried forward when the bar E is moved
in a forward direction, as can be readily un-
derstood by referring to Fig. 1. By these

 means the two jaws may be closed, the catches

f ¢ h striking the bolts B C D, respectively,

' again fly back 'lz;y reason of suitable springs

employed for the purpose, and catch over the
hooks on the ends of the catches for fastening
the bag; but when the bag is to be unlocked
a key must beinserted in a key-hole provided
in the side of the frame, and this key oper-
ates upon the bar E, and this bar K, on mov-
ing forward, causes all of the bolts B C D to
move forward also by reason of the pieces e e
e resting against the rear side of the notches
d d d in the said bar. This explains the op-
eration of the lock. | |

Upon the top of the frame I secure two up-
right plates, F F‘, and to the bar E, 1 secure
a plate, &, which protrudes through a slot in
the top of the frame, the said slot being long
enough to allow the said plate to move back
and forth with the bar E. Through these

‘three plates I make a hole, ¢, capable of re-

ceiving the shackle of a padlock. Hence 1t
will be seen that when the padlock is affixed
and locked through these plates the bag can-
not, be opened by the key which operates the
bar E, and thus the bag is made very secure.

A clasp or frame with this arrangement of
bolts and locking device may be attached to
any kind of bag now used for conveying the
mails or any kind of bags used for traveling.

The bolting and locking device may be ap-
plied with but.little cost, and no great weight
will be added to the bags. If used in mail-
bags they will be as secure as those now In
nse, and great facility will be afforded for
opening and closing the bag to one having
the keys. | |

The bag can be opened as expeditiously as
those now in use, and it can be closed far more -
quickly, as can be readily understood.

The padlock having been once taken off to
open the bag, it can be put on again and
locked, and so soon as the bag is ready to be
closed it is only necessary to bring the jaws of
the frame together, when the bag will be se-
curely locked ; and a great advantage this lock
possesses is that the bag will be locked not
only in the middle, but at both ends of the
clasps, which will effectually prevent the fore-
ing of the ends apart to abstract any of the
contents of the bags. - .

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

and moving them sufficiently to allow them to | by Letters Patent, is—




% . 56,069

1. The combination of the slide-bolts B CD 1
and stops ¢ ¢, slotted sliding bar E of the jaw
A, operating with the catches £ ¢ % of the jaw
A, constructed and arranged in the manner

and for the purpose herein specified.
2. The combination of the plate G and slid-
ing bar E, plates F I, and jaws A A/, the

plates having suitable holes i to receive the |
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shackle of a padlock, and préventi’ng the with-

drawal of the bolts unless the padlock is re-

moved, arranged in the manner herein repre-

sented and desecribed. S
JOHN B. ILOGAN,

Witnesses:
A. K. GORDON,
J. I, WHITE.
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