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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

- JOHN T. BEVER, OF BETHEL, TLLINOIS.

CLOTHES-TONGS.

Specification forming part of Letters Pébtent No. 55,991, dated July 3, 186(3.

o all whom it fnmy concern:
Be it known that I, Joan T. BEVER, of

Bethel, in the county of Morgan and State of |

Ilinois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Wash-Tongs; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and

exact description thereof, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, making a part
- of this specification, of which— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tion, comprising all the parts, showing its con-
struction and operation. | ,

A A’ are the legs of the tongs. B B are
half-balls formed upon or attached to. the feet
of the legs A A’, with notches 2 2 on their
iInner face. When the tongs are compressed
the two half-balls constitute one round or solid
ball, which answers the double purpose of push-

- Ing down the clothes beneath the surface of

the water during the process of boiling, and
at the same time and in the same way the dirt
cah be most effectunally loosened from the
clothes with the slightest labor and without
injury to the fabric. |
The notches 2 2 serve very essentially to

cause the tougs to adhere more tightly to gar-

ments that are being lifted from or turned
over in the boilin g-suds, and these operations
coustitute the main practical use of said tongs.
~¢18 the shoulder-piece, having the handle
or head-piece D inserted permanently in the
center thereof. The leg A  is inserted with
round tenon in one end of said shoulder-piece

e. . Al is alsq inserted in the other end of C, i

!
|

with free working joint or bolt 3, as known to
other tongs. -
Thus we present a plain but novel imple-

ment for washing purposes of great practical

utility. As applied to the washing of clothes

1t answers a threefold purpose, to wit: first,
pushing down the clothes without injury dur-

ing the process of boiling; second, as an effi-
cient means of loosening the dirt from the

clothes by a gentle stroke or pressure of the
ball or balls B B against the fabrics as they
| lie in the boiling-suds or in a tub before and

after having been lifted from the boil ; third,
as the most suceessful way ever known to ad-

just or turn the clothes during the process of

boiling and raise them from the boiling-suds
with great speed, ease, and safety to the oper-
ator. " |

This device is also adapted to the washing

of dishes, &ec., thereby keeping the hands from
exposure to hot and greasy suds or water.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— | | |
~Asa new article of manufacture, the within-

“deseribed clothes-tongs—to wit, a pair of wood-

en tongs furnished at their ends with united
wooden hemispheres, as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
Iny hand before two subscribing witnesses.
S JOHN T. BEVER.
‘Witnesses: " | .
B. H. SKINNER,
J. B. BONEBREAK.
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