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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

JOHN A. WILLIAMSON,

OF LAFAYETTE, INDIANA.

 IMPROVED RAILROAD-SWITCH.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 55,943, dated June 26, 1866.

To all whom ¢t may concern
Be it known that I, JOAN A. WILLIAMSON,

of Lafayette, in the Lounty of Tippecanoe and

R

where said parts are halved together, forming
a joint, which admits ot the rail or bf:,r belng
adjusted or turned to either side of the rail of

State of Indiana, have invented a new and l the road, and in line with one of the wheels of

Improved Device for Placing Carson Railroad-
Tracks; and I do hereby declare that the 1ol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thet euf which will enable others skilled in the

art to mdke and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying dmwmgs fmmmfr

part of this specification, in w

Figure 1 is a plan or top view of my mven-
tion .[‘Lpphul to the rails of a track; Fig. 2, a
detached side view of the same; I‘1g 3y & Sec-
tion of Fig. 2, taken in the line x .

Similar letterb of reference indicate like
parts

Thisinvention relates to a new andi improved
device for placing cars on the track when the
 former have been casna! y displaced from the
latter or have accidentally ran off.

The invention consists in the employ ment Or
use of a bridge to straddle the rail, said bridge
having & guide at its vpper burtcu,e and also
an inclined bar, attached by a pin or bolt, all
being aamnged, as bereinafter set forth, vhere

by a car may be 1ep~1ated on the track w1th the

greatest facility.

A represents what 1 term ¢ a bridge,” which |

" may be of cast or wrought iron, and of such
dimensions that it may be fitted transversely
over a rail, as shown clearly in Fig. 3, the
bridge resting on the ground or on & Sleeper
or tie. |

On the upper surface of the budge A there
is a guide, B, which is directly over and in line
‘with the rall which the br idge straddles. The

rear part of thlb ouide B is halved out, as
shown at a, Fig. 2, “to receive underneath it a
projecting lip, b, of a bar or rail, C,and a pin,
¢, passes through the guide and the rail or bar

the truck which is off from the track.
There are two of these devices, one to be

- applied to each rail of the track, so that a bar

or rail, C, may be adjusted in line with each
wheel to be guided on the rails. (See Fig. 1,
in which two car-wheels are shown in red.)
The bars or rails C C are inclined so that
they may rest or bear upon the ground at their
outer ends, and the under surfaces ot said ends

are bewled and provided with spurs d, to pre-

vent them from slipping.

The car-wheels, by drawing the car forward, -
will pass up the inclined bars or rail C G, and
on reaching the gnides B B will be conducted
by the latter down upon the rails, the upper
surfa(,es of the guides B B being inclined to
admit of the gmdual descent of the wheels
upon the rails.

This device may be made quite portable, so
that it may beé conveniently carried on the
tender of a locomotive or on a car. It may be
applied to the rails and adjusted to the wheels
designed to be guided on the track with the
gl edtebt facility. -

Having thus deseribed my invention, 1 ¢claim
as New and desire to seeure by Letters Pat-
ent—

The combma,tl(m of the brulge A, tmpered
guide B, and tapered bar C, when the latter

18 seunel) pivoted to the guldeB and all con-

structed and arranged in the manner and for
the purpose herein specified.

JOHN A WILLIAWISON

Witnesses:
C. CASSELL,
" B. I J OHNSTON.
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