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 Unrrep States Patent OFrick.

0. J. LIVERMORE, OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF
AND CLARK, SAWYER & CO., OF SAME PLACE. '

IMPROVED CAN-OPENER.

Specification forming part of Léttexs Patent No. 55,878, dated June 26, 1866.

To all whom it may concern: - |
- Be it known that I, O. J. LIVERMORE, of
the city and county of Worcester, and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Can-Openers; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawin gs,
forming a part of this specitication, in which—
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of m v
improved can-opener, and Fig, 2 represents a

longitudinal central section of the can-opener

when applied to use in opening or removing
the coverfroma can, the upper partof thelatter
being shown in section to illustrate more fully
my mvention. |

In the drawings, A represents my (evice, in

which B is the handle, C the part whicl passes

over the top of the can, having an inclined
lip, D, projecting down from its lower side. A
carved. projecting piece, E, extends from the
center, and is provided with a sharp angular
edge or lip, a, all as shown in the drawings.

In IFig. 2, F represents the upper partof one
of Liyman’s patent cans, G the rubber or elastic
ring or packing, which fits into the groove b,
- formed on the outer surface of the can, as in-
dicated in the drawings, |

- H represents the cover, which is nsually
made of tin. | -

One great objection to the use of the above-
described can, known as ¢ Lyman’s patentcan,”
18 that the cover H cannot be conveniently re-
moved; and although a groove is made in such
a manner that a pin or some sharp-pointed in-
strument can be inserted under the packing-
ring G to admit air, in practice it is found that
_ the cover H often adleres so closely, by reason
of corrosion and other causes, that it cannot
be removed without the use of considerable
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of cans can be easily and

force, even after the air has Leen admitted
within the can, as above stated. B

- In trying to remove the cover under such
circumstances persons without proper eonven-
1ences at hand for the purpose often mjure their
fingers and nails. The difficalty of opening
16 is urged as a strong objection to the can,
which otherwise is regarded as one of the best
for preserving fruit from the air.

By my invention all of the above objections
are obviated, while it is not absolutely neces:-
sary to admit the air in order to remove the
cover, though it can be removed more easily
by first admitting the air. | L

The operation is as follows: Handle B is
clasped by the hand and the device placed
upon the cover H with the angnlar edge «

under the edge ot the cover upon one side of

the can, while the inclined lip D rests Upoir
the upper outer edge of the cover, all as shown
In the drawings in black and yellow lines,
IFig. 2. Handle B is now raised, which causes
the 1nelined lip D to force the cover down and
toward the can on that side, while the angular.
lip a elevates the other side of the cover, as
shown in red lines. | - |

It will thus be seen that covers to this class
safely removed by
the aid of my device. |

Having described myimproved device, what
I claim therein as of my invention, and desire
to secare by Letters Patent as a new article

of manufacture, is— |

A can-opener coustructed subst:fmtiﬁlly as
above described. o |

0. J. LIVERMORE,

Witnesses : :
THOS. H. DoDGER,
H. L. FULLER.
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