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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JACOB A. SHERMAN, of
the city and State of New York, have invented,
made, and applied to use a certain new and
aseful Improvement in Trusses; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the said invention,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,
making part of this specification, wherein—

IFigure 1 1s a perspective view of the im- |

proved truss. Iig. 2 is a back view of the
pressure-spring of the truss. Tig. 3 is a plan
of said pressure-spring. TFig. 4 isa side view.
and I'ig. 5 is a view of the back of the hernial
pad. Iig. 6 is a section of the pressure but-
tons or pads at the ends of the truss-springs.
- Similar marks of reference denote the same
parts. | |

The nature of my said invention consists in
a pressure-spring between two curved bars,
which spring is curved so as to produce a
pressure toward the person to hold the pad to

the hernia, and at the outer ends of the bars

are curved springs to clasp the hips, having
peculiar pressure-buttons at their ends. The
springs and bars are adjustable so as to stand
at the desired angle toward each other, and
- the pad is constructed so as to give pressure
at the upper or lower portion of the pad, as
may be required for the hernia.

In the drawings, a is my pressure-spring,
carved mmward., b and ¢ are curved metal
bars attached at their ends by rivets to the
clips d and e, that slip over the spring «; and
1 and 2 are screws passing through segmental
slots in the spring « for securing the bars
firmly at any angle at which they may be
placed, so as to accommodate the shape of the
person or-the position of the hernia.

The ends of the arms b and ¢ are fitted with
curved hip-springs f and g, attached by the

clips 3 and 4 and screws 5 and 6 in seemental

slots similar to those in the plate «, so that
the springs f and g can be placed on the line
of or at an angle to the bars b and c.

At the ends of the springs fand ¢ are the
pressure-buttons 4 A, formed of hard rubber
or other material, and each of these hasin it
a Hlanged nut, 4, introduced from the inside
and receiving the button-screw 7, (see Fig. 6,)
- passing through a holein the spring ¢ or f, so
as to hold the button A firmly in place, and at

pad.

e —

the same tume present to the body of the
wearer a smooth surface that will not make
any injury or irritation, as sometimes arises
from the point of a serew coming through the

The back strap, %, extends from oneof the
button-heads, 7, to the other to aid in holding
the fruss to place. Itmay, however, be some-
times worn without this back strap, k.

The hernial pad # is formed upon a plate, at
the back of which is a double-hinged attach-
ment, by which pressure may be given either
at the top ‘or the bottom of the pad. Upon
the plate of this pad a hinge, 11, is formed, con-
necting the lever-plate o, and at the outer end
ot the plate o is a second hinge, 12, for a plate
carrying the buatton 13, which button is re-
celved and secured by the ¢lip p and its set-
screw to the spring «. -

¢ is a lever on a fuleram, 14, at one end of
which 1s a screw, 15. The other end takes
beneath the lever o.

16 1s a lever-arm extending from o, and pro-
vided with a hook at its end.

The hinges 11 and 12 are placed diagonally,
as seen in I'ig. 5. Hence the pad » will not
move on the hinges-at right angles to the
spring «, but when applied to the person will
contorm to the shape of the body at the groin
as 1t 1s pressed inward upon a hernia. ‘

The pad = is to be placed in the proper po-
sition over the hernia before the clip p is tight-
enecd by its set-screw. .

If pressure is desired mostly at the bottom
of thie pad the strap » from the back strap, &,
1s hooked over the arm 16, and the hinge 12
becomes the point of motion -for the pad, and
1t 18 pressed inward and upward at the bot-
tom. If the pressure is to be given at the top
of the pad the screw 15 is serewed in, which
0y the lever ¢ increases the distance between
the hinge 12 and the pad ». Thelever o, mov-
ing upon the hinge 11, throws the pad in at
the upper end and right-hand edge, (to the
wearer,) So as to press upon a hernia and at
the same time conform to the shape of the

~groin.  One of the inclined hinges, 11 or 12,

might be dispensed with if it is desired that
only the top or the bottom of the pad be
pressed inward. |

It will be evident that the pad may be ap-
plied on the left side of the person, or accord-
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ing to the position of the hernia, the instru- |
ment being constructed ‘1ccordmﬁ]y ; and 1n |
cases where there is a decided rupture on both
sides a second plate, a, and pad may be 1ntro-
duced, the bar ¢ being divided for that pur-
pose. -

The springs f and ¢ may be made of single
leaves of any desired lenﬂth or strength, or
two or more leaves may be employed, a8 shown
at the spring f, and the spring a may also be
made with two or more leaves.

What I claim, and desire to secure b} Let
ters Patent, lS-——

1. The cuwed pressure-spring a, introduced
between the bars b and.¢, and carrying the |
truss-pad, as specitied.

2. The cllps d, e, 3, and 4, To which the ends

—_—

of the bars b or ¢ are attached, in combination
with the segmental slots and ¢clamping-screws
for connecting the bars b ¢ to the respective
springs, «, f, or g, and allowing for adjustment,
as set forth.

3. The inelined hinge 11 or 12, for unifing
the pad to the truss-spring a, so as to allow
the adjustment of the pad, as specified.

4, The lever ¢ and screw 15,1in combination
with the lever o and dlaﬂ'onal hinges 11 and
12, as and for the purposes set forth

Ill witness whereof I have hereunto set my
signature this 28th day of April, A. D. 1366.

J. A. SHERMAN,

Witnes_ses:

CHaAs. H. SMITH,
GEO0. D. WALKER.
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