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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

'CHARLES REESE, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

IMPROVEMENT IN FRUIT-BOXES.

Specification forining part of Letters Patent No. 55,709, dated June 19, 1866.

To all whom 4t mdy CONCErn

Be it known that I, CHARLES REESE, of the
city of Baltimore and State of Maryland, have
made new and useful Improvements in the
Manutacture of Boxes for Fruit and other pur-
poses; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
nature, construction, and operation of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
1Ing drawing, which is made part of this speci-
fication, ‘md In which my improvemens is rep-
rpsented In a perspective view.

The improvement consists .in the modc of
fastening the sides of the box together.

The sides and bottom of the box are made
of one piece, and are bent so as to assume their
required positions, in which they:are secured
by eyelets. The box is made of such size and
shape as may suit the purpose designed, and
the material will also vary with circumstances.

One priuncipal material and use will be a
paper box for fruits—one which will be made

s0 cheaply that it may be sold with the fruit |

without being returned to the fruit-grower, in
which case the buyer will receive hls fr 11113 111
much better order, as 1t will not be necessaryv
to transfer the fmit from the box to the vessel
of the buyer, who purchases box and all, and
takes it home without removing it from the
receptacle in which it was brought to market.

The cheapest boxes now in the market for
this purpose are so costly as to be worth gather-

g up and transmitting back to the grower,

which occasions a bulky return shipment of
empty boxes, which, thoagh cheaper than fur-
nishing such boxes anew 18 stlll anexfracharge
in the fruit, increasing the expense of pl%emg
it In mar ket

I design to supply boxes at such a very smaill
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cost that they may be sold to advantage with
the fruit, and having served their purpose be
thrown away, and even then constitute a much
less charge upon the marketing of the fruit

than by the use of any box now in use.

The material may consist of a thin splint
or veneer, or of paper, card-board, leather, or
fabric, aud be made fo assume the requlred
pmportlous and shape, whether as a measure
of capacity or of an onmmental torm for other
uses than the one I have mentioned, where it
1s supposed to be used bub once and then dis-
carded. It may be covered or lined, or Loth,
with suitable material, ornamental or other-
wise, colored or embossed, according to the
required style, size, purpose, and cost. There
are a number of ways of cutting a blank out of
a sheet so that when folded up certain laps or
ears shall overlap and by attachment form
the means of holding the sides in their rela-
tive positions to each other and to the bottom.
One mode is shown in the drawing, where a
rectangular piece, by four cutsand the removal
of fom corners, which 18 not a necessity, is
prepared for foldin g up so as to beretained by
eyelets. Many other forms will naturally sug-
gest themselves to the mind of a mechanic,
whlc,h it is needless to attempt to anticipate.

Having thus described my invention, what
I ¢laim therein. as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A box made of a single piece Whose flaps
are so bent up-as to form sides, which are se-
cured together by eyelets, substantially as de-
scribed.

CHARLES REESE.

Witnesses:
ALLEN L. FORRESTER,
Toos. W. BERRY.
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