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D. D. FOLEY, OF WASHINGTON , DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

POSTAL LETTER-BOX.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 38,636, dated June 19, 1866.

Lo all whom it may concern : -

Be it known that I, D. D. FoLEY, of the city
and county. of Washington, in the District of
Columbia, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Postal Letter-Boxes; and I
(o hereby declare the followin g to be a full,
clear, and exaet deseription of the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
in which— - |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my box
with the port open. TFig. 2 is a vertical longi-
tudinal section of the same, showing the Inter-
nal mechanism. Tig. 3 is'a rear elevation of
my box, the back plate being removed, so as to
allow an inspection of the inclosed mechanism.,

The nature of my invention consists, first,
in producing a box for the Treception of postal
matter which shall be simple, cheap, and dura-
ble in its construction and workin g arrange-

ment, not liable to derangement from use or

the effects of the weather, and secure from

depredation. | | |
That others may understand the construe-

tion and operation of my invention, I will par-

ticularly describe it.

A 18 the box or casing containing the work-
ing devices and the receptacle for the mail
matter. A sliding partition, B, is inserted
transversely about midway of the height of the
box. Itisabout half the internal width of the
box, so that it has a sliding movement of about
half the width of the box. Above the sliding
partition B are the two stationary partitions
Cand D. An opening, E, in the side or top
of the box corresponds with the space between
the partitions O and D, thus forming an ante-
chamber, K, with a movable bottom. The
opening Ii is covered by a sliding valve, T,
which is connected with the sliding partition
B by means of a bar, F, rigidly attached to
the sliding valve I and passing through a slot
in the upper edge of the box, covered by the
sliding strip F*, to the inside of the box, and
connected immediately under the lid with the
link G and lever H, having its fulerum at h,
So that as the valve F is moved toward the
right, to uncover the opening E the partition
B is moved toward the left and slides under
and past the lower edges of the partitions ¢
and D, thus closing the ante-chamber K, and
these movements of B and If are so timed that
the space between the partitions C and D is

entirely closed at the bottom by B before the
valve If begins to open, and vice versa. The
lever H has a bearing, %, fixed at each end to
the inner sides of the box. |

Around the opening I is a raised bead or
ledge, 7, against the surface of which the inner
side of the valve F rubs as it moves back and
forth. The object of this s to allow a little free
Space between the valve and the surface of the
box without at the same time exposing the
opening E in any degree.

The ledge I projects over the edge of the
door J, so that wet or snow cannot enter the
joint between the edge of the door and the
casing, and thusimpede the operation of open-
ing the door. The vertical edges of the door
are turned so as to embrace the edges of the
box a little, in order to cover the joint, for the
same purpose as the ledge I. The door is
made to open from the top downward, as
shown by red lines in Tig. 2.

The construction of my devices is such that
when the valve I is pushed aside to uncover
the opening I it will return again to its seat
without assistance. -

The operation of my invention will be appar-
ent. When a letter or other matter for the
mail 1s to be deposited the opening E is uncov-
ered and the package is inserted. It is then
within the ante-chamber K and rests upon the
movable bottom B; but when the valve E is
released it immediately recloses the opening
and withdraws the sliding bottom B, thus al-
lowing the package to fall into the receptacle
below, and this is repeated every time a letter
or package is inserted.

It 1s secure against depredation, because the
two openings Ii and that closed by the sliding
board B can never be even partially uncov-
ered at the same time, and it will therefore be
Impossible to abstract anything which hasonce
passed into the body of the box.

1t1is secure against deran gement, either from
use or from the effects of the weather, for there
will be no orifice for the admission of wet ex-
cept the opening K, and that will be securely
covered by the valve T. | -

Lt will be inexpensive and darable, for it may
be constructed entirely of cast-iron and in no
more than seven pieces, none of which will re-
quire much if any dressing or finishin g.

It will be convenient for bulky matter, as




‘newspapers, &ec., iiay be deposited in it with
as much convenience as letters are; and be-
 ing automatic in closing, there can benodanger
~ of damage from exposure in consequence of
“any opening being left uncovered. -
~ Having described myinvention, what L claim
asnew, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— B |

A postal letter-box having an ante-chamber

in which packages are deposited, when said

ante-chamber has a sliding bottom, which 18

“withdrawn when the entrance-port’ is closed, |

. Witnesses:
R. D. O. SmITH,
_J- I, CALLAN.

and vice versa, said sliding bottom being con-

nected to and operated by the valve, which

covers the entrance-port, by a lever or tiiting

Dbar, and so adjusted that entrance to the recep-
| tacle Lelow the ante-chamber will always be

barred, either by the valve over the entrance-

| port or by the sliding bottom, substantially as .

described. | |
| D. D. FTOLEY.
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