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Lo all whom it may concern: n
Be it known that I, W. G. OLIVER, of Buf-

falo, in the county of Erie and State of New |

York, have invented a new and useful Im prove-
ment in Fire-Arms; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to make and use the same,

reterence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, forming part of this specification, in
which— |

IFigure 1 is a side view of a portion of a gun
with my improvement attached, Fig.21s a
top view of my improvement, showin g its con-
nection with the gun-stock and witl the ham-
mer, the upper part or head of the hammer
being removed. TFig. 3 is a back view of the
hammer and a section of my improvement,
showing the recess in the side of the hammer-
shank for its reception. |

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts. . - |

Itis well known that guns are frequently ac-
cidentally discharged while being carried, en-
dangering the life and often fatally injuring
the person carrying the gun or some of his
companions. It is believed that these ACCI-
dents occur aimost uaniversally from the ham-
mer being partially raised by coming in con-
tact with some obstruction and then being sud-
denly released. A gun with the haminer at
half-cock cannot be discharged in this way, for
if the hammer should then be slightly raised
and suddenly let go it would stop at half-cock,
and 1f it should be raised to the full-cock if
could then only be discharged by pulling the
trigger—a thing very unlikely to happen from
accident. + B

My invention has for its object the guardi ng l

! againsti thls accidental discharge of the gun

when carried with the hammer down; and it
consists in combining a self-acting guard with
the hammer, as hereinafter more fally de-
sceribed. o | N

A 18 the stock, B the board, C the lock-plate,
and D the hammer, of the gun, all of which
parts are made in the usunal form, except that

‘the inner side of the shank d’ of the hammer

D 1s cut away, as shown in Fig. 3, so as to al-

low space for the spring or guard E when the

gun 1s cocked. ~ | |
The guard E is a spring attached to the

stock or lock-plate of a gun, and which extends

forward to the hammer D. Upon the forward
end of this spring or guard K is formed a shoul-
der, which rests against the rear edge of the
hammer D, as shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2. The
elasticity of the spring holdsit securelyagainst

the hammer, and the shoulder on said spring

or gaard prevents the hammer from bein g ac-
cidentally raised. To half-cock or cock the
gun 1t is only necessary to press in the guard
E far enough to free the hammer from the ac-
tion of said spring, and then raise the ham-
mer in the ordinary manner. | |

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— R |

The combination, with the hammer of the
gun-lock, of the automatic spring-guard so ar-
ranged as in its normal positioneto engage
with the hammer and act as a detent thereto,
and relieved from the same for the purpose of
cocking by pressure toward the stock, substan-

tially as described. | |
| - | W. G. OLIVER.

Witnesses : _
C. K. REMINGTON,
- C. L. B. TorLIFF.
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