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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, WirLrram H. SHURT-
LEFF, of Providence, in the county of Provi-
dence and State of lede Island, have in-

“vented certain new and unseful Improvements

in Lacing Boots and Shoes and othier articles
of we‘wiu -apparel; and I hereby declare the
following to be a f’ul] clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the saine, 1"eference.be1nn had to the

accompanying drawings, in Wl‘licll—---

Figure 1 is a side elevation; Tig. 2, a verti-
cal bthIOII on linea b in Kig. 4. [‘1 3 1sa front
elevation. Fig.4 a plan view, and I‘ln 5 a per-
spective view, of a lacing button and hooh Con-
structed 1n fweordance with this my inven-
tion. Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a shoe
provided with my improved lacing device.

The object of this invention is to apply to
shoes, boots, &ec., the hook-lacing—i. e., a lac-
Ing in which 0[1(3 or two lacing- 001(15 run ex-
tu*nally zigzag fashion from hook to hook to
draw the parts snugly together in sueh man-

ner as to avoid the unsightly appearance of

hooks, the ridges whereby the pantaloons and
other mtmlea of dress are rapidly worn, and
othier objections attendant upon those hereto-
fore in use; and iny invention consists in so
forming the lacing-studs as that they shall
combine the advantage of the butfon and
hook—in other words, while acting as lacing-
hooks, they shall be ornamental to the shoe or
boot to which they are applied, and present a
smooth shielding surface to the pantaloons or

other article of dleS coming into frictional

contact with the boot; and my invention far-
ther consists in the 111eth{)d herein described
of fastening the button-hooks to the leather or
material of which the shee or boot 18 or may

- be made.

To enable others to male and use my inven-
tion, I shall now proceed to describe the man-
ner in which the same is or may be performed;
and, referring to the drawings, A 1s the button
or cap or shield, consisting of a thin brass or

other metal disk struck up in dies to assume

a concavo-convex form, the convex side being

.

intended to be on the outside so as to deflect
the pantaloous or other article of dress worn
about the shoe or boot. With this cap or
shield is connected, at d, the shank B, which
1s formed of a strip of wetal bent under the
cap and down at a point diametrically oppo-
site to dat ¢. This latter portion, whichis the
lacing-stay proper, should berounded off trans .
versely so as to avold frictional wear on the
lacing-cord. |
The third integral part of the lacing device

18 the disk ¢, which may be round or flat, so as

to adapt itself readily to the surface of the
shoe; and with this disk are connected the
pron s 1), whereby, on being passed through
perfomtmns made by themsulws or other in-
struments, they are clinched to the opposite
side of the material of the shoe or boot.

These button-hooks are made 1n one piece
from a single blank, and may be struck oft at
two or more successive blows in suitable dies
or machinery.

The manner in which these button-Looks are
secured to shoes is shown in Iig, 6. They are
placed 1n two opposite series at a short dis-
tance from and in a line parallel with the edge
of the two upper portions to be laced, care be-
1ing taken to place the stays B on the 1uner
| . ¢., ol the side nearest the opening to
be laced—so that the cords may run between
the center of the button and the stay.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

The combination of a button with a shank
secured at the periphery and bent under and
down at a point diametrically opposite of the
button to counstitute the lacing-stay, substan-
tially as herein shown and set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed myname
to this specification before two subscribing
witnesses.

WM. H. SHURTLEFT.

YVltn eSSes :
A. POLLOEK,

JOS. L. OOOMBS.
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