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"UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILSON BOHANNAN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN LOCKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 5,047, dated May 29, 1866.

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WI1LsoON BOHANNAN, of
the city and county of New York, State of
New York, have invented a new and Im proved
Drawer- Lock and 1 do hereby declare that
the following is a tull, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, in which—-

Ifigure 1 is a vertical section through the
improved lock and its catch., Fig. 2 are views
showing the lock detached from its cateh.
IFFig. 3 1s an inside view of the lock with the
catch held therein. TFig. 4 is a view of the
lock-plate. |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several tigures.

This invention relates to an improvement
1n-locks which are intended more particularly
for draswers, but which may be used for other
purposes.

The common drawer-locks hitherto made
are so constructed that their bolts are shot
above the upper face of the lock-plate into a
recess or keeper, which holds the drawer
locked, thus exposing the bolts in such man-
ner that with a thin blade they may be shot
back and the drawers opened.

It is the object of my invention to provide a
lock with a keeper In such manner that the
nose of the keeper shall enter the lock-plate
and receive the nose of the lock-bolt below
the upper face of the lock-plate, so as not to
expose the bolt or render 1t liable to be picked,
as above mentioned. |

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand my invention, I will desecribe ifs con-
struction and operation.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the front board of a drawer, and B the
leaf -of a table or desk or other object into
which the drawer slides.

- The lock-plate ¢ 1s constructed with a verti-
cal portion terminating at its upper edge i1 a
horizontal portion, which latter 1s recessad

into the upper edge of the drawer, as shown

in Figs. 1 and 2.
The lock- ouard b II]GIOSBb a bolt, ¢, which

has a bevcled nose formed on its uppel end,
and whieh i1s provided with a lip, ¢/, Ebﬂ"ﬂlllst
which the bit of the key acts when it is de-

t sired to depress the bolt or unlock the draw-

er. This bolt is held up in a locked condition
by means of a spring, d, when the key is with
drawn.

Directly opposite the upper eud of the bolt
¢ a hole 1s made through the vertical portion

of the lock-plate «, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4,

for the purpose of receiving a hooked keeper
C, (shown in Ifigs. 1, 2, and 3 ,} and allowing
the beveled nose of the lock- bolt ¢ to catch
and retain this keeper.

The keeper is secured beneath the leaf B in
a suitable position to enter the lock-plate and
recelve the nose of the bolt ¢ when the drawer
is closed. This keeper is secured permanently
to the leat B, and 1ts hooked catch has its
outer end beveled so as to press against and
receive the nose of the bolt ¢ in the act of clos-
ing the drawer, thus forming a self-lock.

It will De seen from the above description
that the nose of the bolt ¢ receives the hooked
keeper within the lock and at a point which
1s below the horizontal portion of the face-
plate «. Thus the bolt ¢ is not exposed, as in
the common lock, and cannot be picked by any
istrument inserted above the drawer. The
keeper C also serves as a good stayv for the
drawer and prevents the lock-bolt from be-
coming bent or deranged in consequence of an
attempt at forcible entry

I do not desire to confine my invention to
the particular construction of the lock which
I have above described, as a variety of well-

1 known locks may be adapted, with a very

slight change, to receive a hooked keeper be-
low their upper face; nor do I confine my in-

vention to a selt- lockmﬂ bolt, fﬂthough I pre-

fer to employ such a bo]t

1 have described the keeper C as enteung
the lock-plate a below the horizontal portion
of this plate. This 1s the case when the lock
is used for drawers; but when 16 is used for
doors or shutters the keeper C will enter the
lock on the right or left hand side of said
right-angular portion of the lock-plate. The

bolt ¢ 1n t:hib case would be in a horizontal
position instead of in a vertical position.

I claim— |
1. The arrangement of the cateh or hook of
the keeper C below the plate @ and in rear of
the base of the socket into which 1t enters, in



o 55,04%
Witness my hand, in the matter of my ap- ;

combination with the arlaugenient of the bolt |
phcatmn for a patent on an improved drawer

¢ of the lock, subst'mtnllsr as &Ild for the pur-
and other lock, this 14th day of November,

pose descmbed
9. The construction of the hooked keeper 1865

C with a beveled nose, in combination with
the beveled nose of the self- locking bolt ¢, sub-
stantially in the manner a,nd for the purpose

described.

. WILSON BOHANNAN.

W1tnesses
R. T. CAMPBELL,

EDW. SCHAFER.
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