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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.,

TYLER HOWE, OF CAMBRIDGEPORT, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVED FOLDING BEDSTEAD.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 58,620, dated April 3, 1866.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, TYLER Howe, of Cam-
bridgeport, county of Middlesex, and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in the Manner of Bracing the
Legs of Portable-TFolding Bedsteads; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full
and exact deseription, to wit :

My invention bas for its object a cheaper,
stronger, and more convenient brace than any
other in use, and when the bedstead is folded
up the braces are secuared in such a manner as
to keep them {rom injary. )

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe its construction and operation. |

What I use in making these braces is No. 5
spring-wire. I use spring-wire for the reason
that 1t is much stiffer than the common wire
of the same size. I cut this wire into lengths
of about sixteen inches.. I then bend one of
the ends at right angles of sufficient length to
reach through the side rail of the bedstead.
These braces are attached to the inside of the
rail, and the end passes through the rail to
the outer side. To prevent the ends from draw-
ing out they are headed. The holes in the
siderailsthroughwhichthese ends ofthe braces
pass must be large enongh to allow the end to
tarn in the hole, so that the braces may act
racially. The other ends are turned down, so
as to form a hook. I hook this end into one
of the cross-braces of the leg about one-eighth
of an inch from the leg, using one brace for
each leg. '

In Figure 1 in the accompanying drawings,
waking a part of this specification, A is the

!

side rail of the bedstead; B, the leg, and C
the brace. This figure represents a section of

& bedstead when set up for use. D shows

where one end of the brace passes through the
side rail, and I where the other end hooksinto
the cross-brace of the leg.

1g. 2 represents the same section when

F

| folded up, and showing how the braces C are

secured between the legs B and a pin, I, said
pin being driven into the side rail. |

IFFig: 3 represents one of the braces C witli
the ends bent and ready to be applied to the
bedstead.

I am aware that braces have been used for
bedsteads previous to my invention, but not
in this manner. Hooks have been used and
fastened to the bedstead-rail by means of sta-
ples, making a link-joint; but when the bed-
stead is in use they give at the point of fasten-
ing to the side rail, and do not keep the legs
firm ; also, in transportation, the hooks swing
about,catchingintoanything they may comein
contact with. Braceshavealso been made with
the upper ends turned intoan eye andfastened
totheside rail by means of a sereworrivet pass-
ing through the eye into the rail; but both of
these mwethods are liable to get out of order,
are more expensive, and take up more space:
consequently the side rails require to be made

“wider, 8o as to give room for fastening the up-
per ends of the braces thereto.

- In constracting these portable folding bed-
steads I make the legs B about half an inch
narrower than the side rails, A, so as to allow
of the braces C folding between the upper edge
ot the leg and the pin If, as seen in Fig.2. In
this manner the braces*are secured in such a
way that they cannot turn in either direction
80 as o come 1n contact with anything when
the bedstead is not in use.

Having described my invention, what I
claim 1s as follows, viz: )

The combination of the brace C, construected
substantially as described, with the rail A, the
leg B, and cross-brace I, the whole being ar-
ranged in manner and so as to operate to-

gether as specified.
TYLER HOWE,
‘Witnesses:
- GEo. W. LEVERMORE,
ISAAC S. PEAR.
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