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IMPROVEMENT IN WHIFFLETREES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 23,4386, dated March 27, 1866.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, ARRINGTON (IBSON,
of the town of River Falls, and WrILLIAM M.
NEWCOMB, of thetown of Clifton, in the county
of Pierce and State of Wisconsin, have invent-
ed a new and Improved Whif etree, Ly the
use of which a horse may be easily and in-
stantly detached from a carriage or other ob-
Ject to which he may be attached, should he
become nnmanageable, or when itis desirable
sO0 to do; and we do hereby declare that the
following is a full and exact description of the
construction and operation of said invention.

The nature of ourinvention consists in con-
structing whiffletrees with a metallic band or
terrule upon each end. Said ferrules are made
with projections or lips upon the side next to
the horse. Between these lips, and pivoted
to them, a Dbent lever is placed, one arm of
which extends parallel, or nearly so, with the
body of the whiffletree. Near the point where
1t 18 pivoted to the lips said lever bends at, or

nearly at, right angle, and extends across the |

end of the whiffletree, and bends back beyond
the center, forming a loop in the shape of the
letter U. Slotsoroval holes are made through
the sides of this loop in a line with the center
of the end of the whiffletrece. A headless pin
or bolt is rigidly fastened in or to the end of
the whiftletree and extends throagh the 100ped
ends of the lever. On this pin, and between
the sides of the looped end of the lever, the
eye ot the harness tug or trace is hitched. A
springundertlhe parallel arm of thelever holds
the looped end in its place against the end of
the whiffletree, and the eye of the tugupon the
pin. A rodisattached to the end of the lever,
which is parallel to the body of the whittletree,
and passes through the whiffletree, angular
when necessary, and is bent in a loop or ring

on the opposite side. In these loops a strap
1s attached and extends to carriage or some
convenient place for the driver.

To enable any one skilled in the manufacture
to construct and use our invention, we will ex-
plain it more fully by reference to the accom-
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panying drawings, in which like letters refor
to like parts. (Both ends being alike, only
one end is lettered.)

A 18 the body of the whiffletree ; B, a me-
tallic band formed with the projections C, (only
one shown in the drawings,) between which
the bent lever D is pivoted so as to move freel v
at II. The lever D is bent at I so as to ex.
tend across the end of the whiffletree, and
bends back, as at G, far enough to encircle
the pin H and move easily upon it., The pin
H is fastened to the end of the whiffletree Dy
any means to secure it firmly. Theeye of the
tug or trace 1s hitched upon the pin H, at I,
within the bend of the end of the lever. J 18
a spring which holds the lever D in its proper
place. H is a rod, attached by & joint to the
end of the lever at I, and passes through the
whittletree and is bentin a loop at M. in whicl
a strap 1s attached. Nisthe strap, extending
from the loops to the carriage, by which the
lever D is operated to detach the horse. |

We attach the whiffletree to a carriage or
double-tree by any of the usual modes. By
pressing upon the arm of the lever D the eye
of the tug can be hitched upon the pin H,and
when 1t 1s desirable both tugs may be instantly
thrown from the pins by pulling upon the strap
N. For places where such arran gement is
necessary we would place a guard over the
springs andlevers, having suitable holes for the
tugs to pass through, so as to prevent the
horse from being detached by bushes or other
obstructions coming in contact with the lever.

What we claim as our invention, and wish
to secure by Letters Patent, ig—

The bands B, with the lips U, bent lever D,
in combination with the pin H, spring f, or its
equivalent, rod H, and strap N, constructed
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

ARRINGTON GIBSON.
WILLIAM M. NEWCOMB.

Yitnesses:
Wi A. TozER,
GEO., P. BRACKETT,
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