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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

P. F. HULBERT, OF CHATHAM, NEW YORK.

STEP-BLOCK FOR CARRIAGES.

Specification forminge part of Letters Patent No 53,302, dated March 20, 1866.

- To all whom ¥t may concern:

Be it known that I, P. F. HULBERT, of Chat-
ham, in the county of Columbia and State of
New York have invented a new and Improved

Step- Block and I do hereby delare that the

following 1s a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof, which mll enable those skilled in
the art to make and use the same.

This invention relates to a novel arrange-
ment of a series of steps and a platform at-
tached to any suitable base,to be used by per-
sons when stepping into or out of carriages
and when mounting a horse’s back, which steps
and platform are so arranged that when not in
use they can be folded into a compact shape,
so as to be readily carried from one place to

another; while, when opened, they will be suf-

ﬁmentlv firm, strong, and rigid for the par-
pose for which they are intended.

In accompanying plate of drawings my im-
proved block to be used in mounting horses,
entering carrages, &c., is illustrated Flgure 1
belng a central vertical lonmtudmal seutlou
through the same when Opened Fig. 2, a side
view partially closed, and Fig. 3'a Slmllal View
to Iig. 2, but wholly closed.

A in the draw ings represents the base plate

~ or board of the step-block, made of a rectangu-

lar or any other suitable s]npe and maternﬂ
and of the requisite length and width. To one
end, a, of this base A, mnd extending nearly
30 across the width of the same, is hmﬂ‘ed one
end of a board or frame, 0, the other end of
which 1s hinged to one end of a horizontal plat-
form, ¢, secured at its other end, f, to and over
the babe by a frame, d, hinged at each end,
respectively, to the phtform ¢ and the base

‘A, as explained, for the frame or board b.

lo this frame d, about midway of its length,
extending outward from the end f of the ph,t
form ¢ and across its width, is hinged a step,
g, hinged at its outer edge, h, to a support, [,
hmﬂ*ed In 1ts turn, to the base A of the step-

block the step ¢, when the platform ¢ is in the |

pomtwn shown in Fig. 1, or the block opened,
being intermediate between the two, thus en-
abhnn a person to readily ascend the platform
O, a swinging arm or rod hung at one end to

the upper portion of the rear connecting frame
or board, b, for the plattorm, by Whlch arm,
when the block is opened, it is firmly held in
position by bringing or setting its outer end
against the raised lip ¢ of the base of the
block. |

The platform and intermediate step, con-
nected with the base A and with each other,
as explained,when not in use are folded down
ancd upon the base, coming into the box and
compact form shown in Fig. 3, suitable strips
r v being secured both to the platform - base
and othel necessary parts to entirely incase 1t
when closed, as plainly shown in the draw-
ings.

The ‘height which the platform, when the
block 1s opened, will occupy can be made to
suit the requirements of the case, it being only
necessary to make the frames by which 1t is
connected to the base A of Smta,ble length or
height therefor.

By means of a step-block having the gen-
eral construction and arrangement described
the entering into and leaving of carriages and
the mounting of horses can be accomplished
with ease, readiness, and comfort, the im-
portance of which, especially to ladies, is ob-
vious.

The intermediate step may be dispensed with
if the platform is low when in a raised posi-
tion, and if extremely high more than one in-
ter mednte step may be used; but 1 deem one
sufficient, and in most 1f not in all, cases nec-
essary.

What I claim as new, and deSlre to secure
by Letters Patent, 15—

The step-block h_erem descrlbed, the same
consisting of the platform connected with any
sultable base by and through supporting frames
or legs at each end,and with or without an in-
termediate step, substantially in the manner
and so as to be operated, as and for the pur-
pose specified.

P. ¥. HULBERT.

Witnesses:
G. W. LAY,
H. C. LLAy.
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