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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN P. BUZZELL, OF CLINTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF
AND HENRY HEMENWAY, OF SAME PLACE. '

IMPROVEMENT IN HOOP-SKIRTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 2,637, dated Febrna-ry 13, 18660.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, JoaAN P. BuzzELL, of
Clinton, in the county of Worcester and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
nseful Improvement in Hoop-Skirts; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which will
enable those skilled in the art to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this specifi-
cation, in which— ' -

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
this invention ; Fig. 2, a side elevation ot the
same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. .

This invention consists in a hoop-skirt pro-
vided with an opening in its back part at about
the middle of its height, said opening being
produced by cutting out portious ot the four
(more or less) middle hoops 1n such a manner
that the skirt will readily bend in, and the
wearer thereof in sitting down has no trouble
to adjust her skirt, as the same will adjust
itself without difficulty. The opening thus
nroduced may be filled out by netting or other
flexible material.

A represents a hoop-skirt composed ot a se-
ries of hoops, B, of gradually-decreasing: size,
and united by tapes C or other suitable mate-
rial in the ordinary manner. In the back part

“of this hoop-skirt, at about the middle of its

height, an opening, a, is produced by cutting
the middle hoops, B/, and securing their ends

to the tapes ¢/, instead of continuing said hoops

clear round, as usual.
The operation of fastening the ends of the

hoops B’ to the tapes G/ may be performed in |

| any suitable manner, and pieces of leather or

other snitable material may be applied to pro-
tect them from sticking out, or ounly short
pieces may be cut out of said hoops and re-

placed by pieces of cord or other flexible ma-

terial, which will allow the back part of the
skirt to bend 1n. |
If desired, the opening @ may also be filled
out with netting orany other snitable material.
The operation or effect of this opening ¢cal
readily be seen by examining TFig. 1 of the
drawings. Ifthe wearer of the skirtsits down,
the front portion of the hoops is not forced ap
in the air, as isusual with ordinary hoop-skirts;
but my skirt bends down readily and allows
the front portion of the hoops to fall down and
to adjust themselves in a decent position. By
this opening the whole skirt 1s rendered more
flexible, it does not fly up on one side it pushed:
against on the other, and it adjusts itself 1
the proper position without shaking down, 1f
the wearer thereof rises from a chair or seat;
and last, not least, its cost is less or certainly
not more than that of an ordinary hoop-skirt.
What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s— |
A hoop-skirt provided with an opening, a,
in its back part, produced by cutting out por-
tions of the hoops B/, whether said opening 1s
left empty or filled with netting or other flexi-
ble material, substantially as and for the pur-
pose herein described. -
The above specification of wmy invention
signed by me this 11th day of September, 1865.
JOHN P. BUZZELL.
Witnesses: | | |
M. M. LIVINGSTON,
C. L. TOPLIFF.
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