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1o all whom it may concern .

Be it known that I, SAMUEL E. TOMPKINS,
of Newark, in the (,ounty of Hssex and State
of New J ersey, have 1nvented a new and Im-
proved Gig- Saddle Tree; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, ¢lear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
those skilled in the art to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1 is a rear view of my invention, the-

saddle being complete ; Ifig. 2, a side sectional
view of the saddle, taken in the line x 2z, Fig.
1; Kig. 3, a transverse section of the tree and
body-leather, taken in the line y ¥, IMig. 1;
Fig. 4, a rear view of the tree,showing the
crupper-loop and body-leather; Ifig, b, a ver-
tical section of Hig. 4, taken in the line z z.

oimilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

T'his invention relates to certain improve-
ments 1n gig-saddle trees, those which are
constructed of malleable cast-iron ; and 1t con-
sists 1in a novel construction and modificafion
of parts, as hereinafter fully shown and de-
scribed, whereby several advantages are ob-
tained over gig-saddle trees of the same ciass
hitherto constructed.

My improved tree, in common with other
trees of the class specified, i1s composed of
two parts—the upper part 01 seat, A, and the
lower part or frame, B—said parts being se-
cured together by means of a serew or screws.

The frame B i1s made or cast with longi-
tudinal depressions ¢ at each side, and to the
frame, at its upper side, there is firmly at-
tached, by rivets 0, sole or heavy leather C,
sald leather extending down at each side of
the frame B a short distance below the ter-
ret - holes e.
the ¢ body-leather,” I sink or force into the
depressions «a of the frame, so that said leather
will have a groove or recess, d, atits outer or
uapper smfaee corresponding to the depres-
sions ¢ in the frame. (See more particularly
Fig.—.) These grooves or recesses d receive
the back-band.

The portion of the frame B below the body-
leather C is perforated with holes to admit
of strips of leather D being riveted or nailed

This leather C, usually termed :

| thereto.
termed ¢ stiffeners,” and are invariably used

These leathers D are technically

with what are commonly termed ¢ long jock-
eys,” L.

By the coustruction above described sev-
eral advantages are obtained. In the first
place 1 am enabled to use the Lody-leather C
and still retain the recesses or grooves d to
receive the back-band. Hitherto, when the
body - leather has been used, no recesses or
grooves for such purpose have been obtfained,
and side strips have been nailed on the body-
leather at the sides of the frame in order to
bring a suriace at eacir side flush with the
back-bands. This 1s attended with considera-
ble trouble and expense.

The frames B have been cast with grooves
or recesses ¢ 1n them at each side, but no

‘body-leather applied to them, as herein shown,

nor any provision made for attaching the stiff-
eners D, as specified. Hence by my improve-
ment I am enabled to use the body-leather
with recesses to receive the back-bands and
have the stiffeners attached so as to form a
smooth exterior surface for the long jockeys
I to lap over. The upper ends of the stiff-
eners, it will be seen, abut against the lower
ends of the body-leather C, as shown in Figs.
1 and 2, torming a neat ﬁl]lS]]

This improvement admits of a more ex-
tended use of the body-leather C. It is pre-
terred, and even deemed essential, by very
many harness-makers, who urge as an objec-
tion against the recessed or grooved metallic
tree the necessity of dispensing with it, and
object to the riveting of strips at each side to
form a space to receive the back-band on ac-
connt of the labor and expense attending such

~operation and the lack of finish or bungling

appearance the tree most generally has when
thus constructed or finished. |

Besides the above improvement my inven-
tion possesses another, which consists in a
novel application of the ecrupper-loop ¥. This
toop 18 cast or otherwise made separately from
the tree, and with shoulders e, with ends f,
bent down 30 as to pass through the body-
leather U, and through holes in the rear part
of frame B uuderneath the cantle of the sad-
dle, the ends f being riveted or headed at the
under side of frame B, DBy this arrangement
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it will be seen that the loop F may be suffi- |

ciently elevated without having any of 1ts
parts in such position as to gall or chafe the
horse. The body-leather C is allowed to pass
entirely around or over frame B without any
impediment orinterruption. Theseloopshave
hitherto, in some instances, been cast with
the tree, the body-leather passing above the
loops, and the loops, in order to be high enough,
are necessarily made with a sort of elbow,
which prevents the pad from fitting snug in
the center. Besides it is very apt to break oft
unless the iron is very tough. In other in-
stances the loops have been made separately
and then riveted to the frame B, the body-
leather being above the loop,and the rivets
passing through the leather, the heads of the
forming resting on the latter, which frequently
works loose when it becomes solt and rotten.

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim |

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— ; |

1. A gig-saddle tree having its frame B
provided with longitudinal depressions a, and
covered with a body-leather, C, sunk or forced
into the depressions a, substantially as shown
and described. _ '

2. The elongating or extending of the frame

B, so that it may project below the body-

leather, to admit of the stiffeners D being at-
tached directly to it by rivets, nails, or other
means, substantially as set forth.

3. The crupper-loop I, constructed and at-
tached to the frame B substantially in the
manner as and for the purpose speeified.

| SAML. E. TOMPKINS.
Witnesses: \ o
M. M. LIVINGSTON,
A. P. HAarcHT.
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