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- UNITED STATES

Patent Orrice.

W.D. LUDLOW; OF NEW YORK, N.Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN

COTTON-PICKERS.

Speciﬁcaﬁion.formin g part of Letters Patent No. 52,‘3&;%5 dated J anuary 30, 1866.

To dll‘wkam-it mdy concern: o o .
Be it known that I, WiLriAm D. Lubprow,

‘of the city, county, and State of New York, -
have invented a new and useful Improvement

-in Machinery for Pickinig Cotton from the Boll
« in the Field; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a clear, full, and exact deseription

of the same, reference being had to the accom-

panying drawings, making a part of . this
specification, in which— .

- Xigure 1 represents the complete machine,
- and Iig. 2 represents a top view of the pick-
~ing-gate or sliding fingers.. Fig. 3 is a top

view of the lower stripper, J. Fig. 41is a top |
P | ward or stooping down. |

~ Uotton picked by hand is much injurea by |

the crushing of boll upon boll in the hand be-

-~ view of the upper stripper, K.

 The nature of the invention and its neeuliar |

advantages will be.readily understood from
. the foliéwing description. - o
A 18 the case, with a fraction of one side

cut out'to show the works, made of wood, tin,
zine, sheet-iron, or any other suitable mate-

rial, provided with a strap, B, by which it is
suspended from the shoulder under the left

~arm of the operator, and s handle, C, by which
it 18 held firmly and guided from boll to boll
in pickiug. - -

r '

- Disthe picking-gate or sliding fingers whielz' |

- plack the cotton from the bell when operated.
¥ is a guard or protection for the fingers

D, K isa track or slide on which the picker

D is held steady as it'is drawn in and passes
- out. € is a wire by which the picker. D is
pulled forward on the slide or track F.

‘H is a knob of handle attached to wire €.

I is a slot in the frame or case A, in which H
. slides. J-is the lower stripper; K, the upper
- stripper, by which all the cotton is taken from
. the pieker and prevented from being carried
out again after it hag been drawn forward
into the case A. B8 is a spring behind strip-

DOr Jn o

s Liisa '_spifal ' sprmg ;io' carry the pickin-gf
gate or fingers D back to the guard B after

the cotton is discharged inside the strippers |

Jand K." -
picked as theknob His drawn back to point X,

O is the cotton after it is drawn into the case |

l continﬁa.ll,}r?, as boll after boll is piékéd', and

' presses the previous ones through the case to
| the mouth and into bag P, where they are re-

| and-another ong substituted. - -.

ter of an ordinary cotton tree or bush, so that

-namerous bolls, or in case the bush is-low or
very high, both of which are often the case,
every bLoll may be reached by the machine
without the operator laboriously reachin g up-

fore 1t 18 discharged into the bag. Then when

gin the fiber is much torn ayd broken and the
staple sericusiyinjured s whereas this machine

each tutt earefully in the ease, throngh which

{ 1t 1s gently forced along the case into the bag,

where 1t lies lightly and as perfeet and un-
crushed as. when itJay in the boll.on the iree,

It is not absolutely essential that the picker
I»r slide on a way-—the same resuls may be ob-
tained in an’ inferior manner with a swinging

| the picker-gate or comb. - |

will do the work of five men, do it better, and
save the cotton in a cleaner and more desira-
| bie condition. o
{ ] o oo _ . - & 4 "

- What I claim as new, and desirs to procure
| by Letters Patent, is— R
I

!

picking gate, comb, or fingers D, and strip-
pers J and- K, combined and operating snb-
stantially as desecribed. I :

2. The sliding picker-gate, comb,. or fingers

LA v T | D, as'set forth.
. M is a boll of cotton in'position ready to-be.

3. The strippers'd | and K, as set fortl, sep-
-arate or together. i o

tained till the bag is full, whenit is detached

- The case A is two inches square and about
thirty inches long, which is about the diame-

‘the operator, withont changing his position,
may reach any part of the bush and pick the

separating the eotton from the Seed by the -

‘picks it nicely from the stalk and discharges |

picking-gate—nor that so many teeth or fin:
gers. be employed ou either of the strippers, or

It is proven by actual test that this machine’

- 1. The employment or use mr pgcmg cof-
ton from the bolls in the field of the case A,

. o . TR AT AL AT 4 i T T ] | W.EI& Br LUDIAG ;&’. [Ll Si] :
and discharged ‘behind thestrippets J and K. - Witilesses: . - - R
-, Pis a fraction of the bag attached to the’| =  AUSTIN SHERMAN,
~ case A,linto which the cotton is dischargedt . = - J, B, OARY. " .
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