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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM BALLARD, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN DENTISTRY.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 52,082, dated January 16, 1266.

To all awwhom it may concern - -

Be it known that I, WILLIAM BALLARD, of
the city of Brooklyu, Km% county, and btate
of New York, have invented anew aud useful
Improvement in Artificial Teeth; and 1 do
hereby declare that the follomnn is a fall,
clear, and exact description theleot whl(,h
will enable those skilled in the art to make
and use the same.

The drawing, consisting of only one figure,

represents an apper plate of artificial teeth
made according to my invention.
. The object of this invention is the construc-
tion of plates for artificial teeth 1n such a man-
ner that they will be more certainly and se-
carely retained in their places in the mouth.

Itis well known thatitis often very difficalt
for dentists to prepare plate-work so that the
plates will remain in their proper placesin the
mouth, some patients being more ditticult to it
than othersandlessaptat adapting themselves
to theuseof the plates, and some (1elltl*~utb being
also wanting in proper skill to producea nice ht
andsecure t,he proper adjustment of theplate

to the month and a proper articulation of the ;

teeth.,

My invention is intended to obviate these
difficulties and enable one to make 1t compara-
tively easy to retain the teeth in the mouth.

It consists in grooving the inner surface of
the plate on th.-,l,t, part wlnuh comes agalnst the
roof of the mouth in the case of the upper
plate, as herein described.

In this example of my invention 1 have
shown what is called in dentistry an ‘ uapper
plate” of artificial teeth.

For the purpose of eﬁtectmg a good adhe-
siou of the plate to the mouth it has long been
the custom for dentists to make a cav 1ty like
B, at the center or more elevated part of the
plate This provision has not proved always
effective in making the plate adhere. 1 have
therefore made additimml orooves A A, ex-
tending from the heel of the plate l:ow‘ud the
front part, and thence around the central cav-
ity to the heel again. The grooveshere shown
are in concentric lines, or nearly so. - In addi-
tion to these nroovqu I have umdu trans-
verse grooves A’ behind the central cavity, B,
but nos extending so far as to 111telsu.,t the
orooves A.

By this manner of constructing plates for
artificial teeth I have succeeeded in producing
a more perfect adhesion to the roof of the
mouth without increasing their cost. ~

The grooves A may be coneentric, or nearly
S0, wuah the outlines of the teeth on the plate.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

In the plates of artificial teeth, making
orooves A around the central part of the
pldteb and also transverse grooves A’ near
the heel of the plates, for the parpose of mak-
ing such plates adhere more easily to the
rnouth substantially as described.

WM. BALLARD.

Witnesses:
M. M. LIVINGSTON,
Wu. E. LYON.
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