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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

G. W. GILLESPIE, OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVED FOLDING SHELF.

S__geciﬁcation forming part of Letters Patent No. 51,583, dated December 19, 1865.
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, G. W. GILLESPIE, of
Hartford, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, bave invented a new and Im-
proved Folding Shelf; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to make and use the same,
reference being had totheaccompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1is a front view of a shelf constructed
according to my invention and secured to the
wall of a room. Fig. 2 is an end view of the
same. Fig.3 represents a shelf provided with
two brackets.

The object of my invention is to produce a
shelt which can be easily secured to the side of
a room or building and quickly removed there-
from without injuring the wall and folded up

~ 1n a small space for transportation.

My invention consists in providing a shelf
with hinged brackets capable of being folded
down upon the shelf, and in providing these
brackets and shelves with metallic knees or
plates, whereby the same can be quickly and
readily secured to the wall, as will be herein-
after described.

- To enable others to understand my inven-
tion, I will proceed to describe it.

A represents the shelf, which may be of any
desired shape or style, such as are secured to
the walls of a room on which to place orna-
ments, as well as those used in closets and else-
where for holding various articles.

B B are the brackets, which may be of the
usualstyle used for supporting shelves—-that is,
triangular in shape. To secure these brackets
to the shelves in a manner which will enable

them to be folded or turned down is one fea-

| ture of my invention, and I effect this by secur-

1ng one leaf of the hinge to the bracket and the
other leaf to the shelf. This will enable the
bracket to be folded or’ turned down upon the
under side of the shelf, as will be readily seen
by reference to the several figures.

Lo the side of the bracket and to the under
side of the shelves I secure metallic knees or
plates ¢ ¢, in such manner that the face of one
angle will rest against the wall. The bracket
and shelf are secured to the wall by screwing
or nailing these knees or plates to the wall, a
shown clearly in the several fignres. |

Shelves constructed according to my inven-
tion will be found very useful.

It 1s very often desirable to take down the
shelves in a room or closet for the purpose of
cleaning, painting, papering, &c., and my in-
vention enables this to be done readily and
quickly; and after it has been done the shelves
can be put up without defacing or injuring the
wall 1n any way. | |
- I am aware that many articles have been
constructed with folding legs, top, sides, &c.;
but 1 am not aware that a shelf with folding
brackets has ever been proposed, nor am 1
aware that metallic knees or plates have ever
been used im connection with sueh folding
brackets for securing the same to the wall or
side of a room. '_

I claim as new and desire to secare by Let-
ters Patent—

The combination of the shelf A, brackets B,
and knees ¢, all constructed and arranged to
opperate substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. |
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- G. W. GILLESPIE.
Witnesses:
HIRAM HAVENS,

EDWARD N. HAVENS.
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