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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FREDERICK BRACKETT, OF CALAITS, MAINE.

PEN-HOLDER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 20,897, dated November 14, 1565 ; antedated
November 5, 1865.

To all whom it may concern: |

- Beitknown that I, FREDERICK BRACKETT,
of Calais, in the county of Washington and
State of Maine, have invented a new and use-
ful Attachment to Ordinary Pen-Holders for
the Purpose of Ruling; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
- act description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to the letters
of reference marked thereon. -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a round
raler and pen in position for ruling. TFig. 2 is
perspective view of a roller-ruler and pen in
position for ruling. TFig. 3 is a view exposin o
the spiral spring arranged around the pen-
guide rod. -

The nature of my invention consists, mainly,
In the combination and attachment of a small,
cheap, neat, and very simple adjustable oulide-
rod to the pen-tube of a pen-holder in such
- manner as to enable the using an ordinary
steel or other pen in ruling and drawing ink-
lines, and whereby the ink is effectnally pre-
vented from adhering to the sides or surface
of the ruler or other article used for rulin o,

The better to enable others to construct and
use my said invention, I herewith give a fuall
description of the same.

In Iigures 1 and 2, @ « ¢ is a ruler such as
1s used in counting-houses, b b b bein g the ral-
1ng-edge. |

¢’ ¢" ¢’ is an ordinary pen-holder, with the
metal tube or sleeve d d, formed with a smaller
secondary tube or socket, ¢ ¢, attached to the
side of the larger tube, 5o as to rest next the
ruler.

Within the tube or socket ¢ e is adjusted a
small sliding guide-rod, f f, of steel wire, about
one-sixteenth of an inch in diameter, hardened
50 as not to bend, one end of the rod bent or
formed with a thumb-piece, ¢, and a hooked
extension, h. This guide-rod is long enough
to reach to within about one-fourth of an inch
of the nib of the pen when in proper position,
or of sufficient length to be used with the or-
dinary flat ruler. Around this gulde-rod, and
arranged within the small socket-tube ¢ ¢, is

arranged a suitable small spiral spring, 4, one

end of said spring being confined permanently
to the guide-rod and the other end discon-

| 1n the pen holder or handle a small catch-pin,

and at % is shown the pen.

The tube orsleeve d d ¢ ¢ can be formed of
one piece of thin metal, in tabe shape, and
made over a forming -tool, and erimped or
shapedinlong tubes,and cutinto smaller parts
of the required length for the pen-holder, and
may be made fo suit any size wooden handle.

It 1s well known, in using an ordinary writ-
ing-pen, that great inconvenience is experi-
enced 1n ruling lines from the almost nnavoid-
able difficulty in preventing the ink from leav-

‘1Ing the pen and adhering to the edge of the

ruler, frequently blotting the written and ruled
surtace and causing much waste of the ink;
but in the employment of my pen-holder at-
tacbment such objections and difficulty are en-
tirely obviated, while the ruling of lines, either
stralght orcurved, is rendered smooth, expedi-
tious, and easy, without any inconvenience or
waste of 1nk or danger of blotting the ruled
surface, all of which advantages will be readily |
presented to the observation and experience of
every person accustomed to keeping and mak-
Ing up accounts.

In the employment of my invention a long-
sought desideratum will be found, more espe-
clally as an ordinary steel or other metal pen
1s rendered more serviceable and available than
the more expensive drawing and ruling pen,
such as is used by draftsmen, which pen, no
matter how perfect, requires great care in its
use, always requiring to be adjusted to suit the

| size of line and volume of ink, and requiring

the extra attention of being wiped and cleaned
of superfluous ink, none of which objections,
however, attend the use of my invention.

The manner or mode of using my invention
15 simply to grasp the pen-handle between the
first and second fingers, the thumb resting
against the top of the thumb-piece g and push-
Ing it down to the desired distance, as shown
in Fig. 2, wherein the end of the guide-rod 1 f
projects out of its socket, so as to extend down
the required distance toward the point of the
pen and to rest against the side of the ruler,
and by the ageney of the little catch-pin the
gulde-rod is-held aslong as desired, when the
thumb is allowed all the freedom of use desired.
After ruling, a slight touch of the thumb-piece

nected or detached. At j is shown inserted | g will release the guide-rod from ifs extended
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‘position, and the spiral spring, in reacting, will | Having set forth and described the nature,

cause the guide-rod to be drawn up within the
small tube or socket ¢ ¢, and thus resume its
proper position, as shown in Fig. 3, in which
position the guide-rod does not come 1n con-
tact with the ink in dipping the pen into the
ink-receptacle. In replenishing the supply of
ink in the pen for ruling purposes the guide-
rod is raised up by relaxing the pressure of the
thumb or releasing the thumb-piece g from the
cateh-pin J. .

It will be found that thé guide attachment
does not interfere in the least with the use of
the pen; nor does it materially change the
orasp of the pen orincommode the penman, 1t
being small, light, and convenient.

construction, and use of my invention, and de-
siring to secure the same by Letters Patent
of the United States, what I claim is as fol-
lows, viz:

The constraction of the double-tube pen-
holder attachment d e and the adjustable
spring guide-rod f ¢ I ¢, combined with an or-
dinary pen-handle, substantially as set forth,
shown, and described.

FREDERICK BRACKETT. [L.s.]

Witnesses:
JOHN S. HOLLINGSHEAD,
E. VAN ZANDT, Jr.
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