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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

BENJAMIN S. FLETCHER, OF CORNISH FLAT, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

WASHING-MACHINE.

Specification forming p-&rt of Letters Patent No. 20,284, dated October 3, 1865.

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, BENTAMIN S. FLETCHER,
of Cornish Flat, in the county of Sullivan and
State of New Hampshire, have invented a new
and useful Improvementin Washing-Machines;
and 1 hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of my said invention,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,

making a part of this speuiﬁcation iIn which— |

Plate 1 1s a perspective view, aml Plate 2 is
a longitudinal view of a SPLEIOH thereof.

The nature of m y invention consists in pro-
viding means whereby the beaters of a wash-
Ing-machine may be made to work at any de-
sired distance from the end of the washing-
.box, and thereby adapting them to the nuam-
ber and sizes of the clothing to be washed, and
also forregulating the movements of said beat-
ers at the operator’s will.

I construct my washing-machine in the usual
form of those 1n which beaters are used, with
double cranks, to which are attached four beat-
- ers, as shown in Plate1 of the drawings. The
shape and method of attaching sald beaters
are shown on Plate2. The double cranks rest
on three movable slotted blocks, (marked A A
A on Plate 1.} Between the rear end of these
slotted blocks and the rear end of the washing
box or frame 1s a space about eighteen 1nches
(moré or less) on which said blocks may be
moved.

f

1 attach brass bands to the fop of the | .

rear end of said box or frame, which extend
across the said space to the rear end of said
slots. The front ends of said bands rest on

sald blocks, and suttable screws pass through

them and through said slots into the sides of
the washing box or frame, as represented on
Plate 1 by the letters B B B. This arrange-
ment of screws running through slotted mov-
able blocks enables the operator to adjust the
beaters at the proper distance from the end of
the washing-box, and thereby adapt it to the
number and sizes of the clothing to be washed.

Theletter Con Plate 2 represents aset-serew,
which I usein forming the connection between
the double cranks. This set-serew C serves
to adjust the double cranks in any desirable
position, and thereby regulates the mmovements
of the beaters at the will of the operator.

The beaters are keptin their places by means -

of upright swinging posts attached thereto re-

spectively and to a cross-bar or spring, as
shown on Plate 1.
What I clalin as my 1111?91:11:1011 and desire to
secare by Letters Patent, is— |
The movableslotted blUCLb A AA,the SCIews
B B B, and the set-screw C, constr ucted com-
bined,and arranged sub:.-,tfmtmll) as dE‘buled
for the purposes speciﬁed.
BENJAMIN S. FLETCHER.
Witnesses:
SYLVESTER DAVIS,
C. M. DAvVIS.
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