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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS J. PRICE, of
Macomb, in the countv of McDonough ‘md
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Imprm ements in Washing - Ma-
chines; and 1 do hereby declare that the fol-
lcwmg 1s a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference bcmg had to the accompany-
ing drawm os, and the letterb of reference
marked thereon.

I‘1gure 11s a longitudinal verfical section,
and Fig.2 an elevation or front v1cw, of a por-
tion detached

The nature of my invention consists in at-
taching the plunger to springs secured to the
vibrating frame, whereby the clothes are pre-
served from injury in the process of washing.

To enable others skilled in the art to con-
struct and use my invention, I will proceed to
describe 1t.

A represents a rectangular box mounted
on a suitable frame, as shown in Fig.1l. To
each side of the box A is secured a bar, 17,
which form handles at the rear, and which
have mounted in their front ends in front of
the box a wheel, (z, which serves as a bearing-
wheel, upon which the machine is moved like
a wheelbarrow when desired. When standing
on its feet the wheel 1s raised from the floor,
and then becomes a balance-wheel for rcwulab
ing the motion of the planger C,to which it is
connected.

Within the box, near its front end, is ﬁrmly
~ secured a board, B, the upper half ot which 1s
serrated or grooved similar to a wash-board,
and inclines forward, as shown, the lower half
of the same being smooth and perforated with
holes.

A frame consisting of the two uprights E
K and the cross-bar D, as clearly shown in
Fig. 2,1s pivoted at its lower end to rear legs
of the machine, as shown in Fig.1. To the

inner side of each of the uprights E a spring- |

! bar, f,isbolted,asshownin Fig. 2, thcsc springs

being connected at their upper endh by the rod
e. 1Thisvibrating frame is connected by arod,
J, at each side of the box to eranksn on each
end of the axle or shaft of wheel (&, so that by
moving the pivoted frame back and forth the
wheel 1s caused to rotate.

A movable plunger, C, is placed within the
box 1n the manner shown in Fig. 1. To this
plungertwo rods, a, are attached, and, passing
out at the rear end of the box, rest upon the
rod ¢, connected to the springs f, the rods a
having a series of notches cut in their lower
edges, so that the plunger C may be adjusted
as desired to suit the quantity of clothes in the
box. -

1t will be seen that by thie use of the springs
two objects are accom plished: First, the plun-
ger 1s made to operate more softly upon the
clothes, and hence is not so liable to tearor in-
jure them, as is the case where the springs are
not used. Again, if too large a quantity of
clothes happens to be between the plunger C

‘and the board B, the cranks will not be per-

mitted %ufhclent movement to perform a revo-
lution, and hence the machine will be stopped ;
but by using the springs this difficulty will be
obviated, as the springs will yield sufficiently
to pcrmit the cranks to pass their center, and
thus the motion will be continued.

The manner of using the machine is too ob-
vious to require description.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I clmm 18—

Thespringsf, attached to the vibrating {frame,
in combination with the movable planger C
and the stationary board B, all arranged and
operating as and for the purpose set forth.

THOS. J. PRICL,

Witnesses:
THOMPSON CHANDLER,
WILSON HARRIS.
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