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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EARLE D. COFFEE,

OF HOLLISTON, MASSACOUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN BOOTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 49,723,

dated September 5, 1865,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ]:UARLE D. COFFEE, of
Holliston,inthe county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in the Manufacture of
Boots or Shoes; and I do hereby declare the
same to be fully described in the following
specification and represented in the accompa-
nying drawings, of which—

Figare 1 denotes a longitudinal sectlou of a
boot as constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. Iig.2 is a bottom view of it.

The invention in question isanimprovemens
in making what is termed a “tapped?” boot or
shoe. It not only effects an important saving
1n sole-leather in comparison with what is re-
quired 1n making a boot or shoe with one con-
tinuous sole arranged between the inner sole
and the tap or taps, but it produces a much
lighter and more agreeable boot or shoe for
suimmer wear.

In carrying out my invention I form the

outer sole, the shank, and the inner heel-lift |

in three separate pieces of leather, a b ¢, and
I arrange themn so that the shank-piece b shall
be overlapped by each piece of the other two.

Instead of making the shank-piece b in one
piece with the sole or Jayer of leather which
1satfixed directlyagainst theupperwhen lasted,
I'apply or arrange a welt, d, between the up-
per and tap and sole and cause such welt to

extend around the boot from one side of the

| shank to the other side thereof.

The space
within the welt or encompassed by it I fill with
a mass, f, of cork, or other suitable material
less expensive than the same amount of leather
used in the outer or tap sole, «. At the heel,
also, I apply a welt or runner between the i in-
ner lift and the upper leather, and so as to ex-
tend around the heel, and have its two ends
abut against the shank-piece b. The space
within the heel-welt or ranner I fill with a mass
of leather or other suitable material cheaper
than the leather ordinarily used in making the
heel-piece ¢.

The tap @ and the heel-lift ¢ are to Le ap-
plied to the shank b, as shown in Fig. 1, and
the welts d ¢ and the upper and msole and
tap-sole and lift ¢ may be secured together by
sewing or by pegs or nails, as may be desira-

ble, after which the remaining heel-lifts ¢ 4,

1n such number as may be necessary to com-
plete the heel, may be built on the lift ¢ and
one another in the ordinary way.
I claim as my invention— |
The improved mode of making the outer sole
of a tap boot or shoe—viz., of the separate
pieces a b ¢, the welts d e, cwd the fillings f g,
arranged and applied together and with re-
spect to the insole & substantmlly as described.
BEARLE D. COFFEL.
Witnesses:
R. H. IXlDDY,
K, P. HAL-J, Jr.
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